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ai, LETTERS 


Received by the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, from the 
Missionaries in the Brethren’s Settlements, on the Coast of Labrador. 


HoprEpDAL.e, July 27, 1825. 

‘* DEAREST BRETHREN—We have again the pleasure to mention 
to you the safe arrival of your ship, the Harmony, in our harbour; 
and do it with the most lively sensations of joy and gratitude towards 
our merciful heavenly Father. On the 13th of July, the same day 
that she arrived at Okkak last year, she entered our bay, aided by 
a brisk East wind; and not having been perceived on passing between 
the islands, we were most agreeably surprised by her unexpected 
appearance. As soon as she had dropped her anchor, the numerous 
company of Esquimaux collected on the beach, joined with us most 
cheerfully in singing the verses—JVow let us praise the Lord, &c. 
Hymn Book, p. 180. As long as I have breath in me—ZJ will sound 
forth his praises—p. 177, and other verses. We then bid our dear 
friends, Captain Fraser, Brother Taylor, and others of the ship’s 
company welcome, and with great pleasure saw our dear Brother and 
Sister Stock return to us, as our future fellow-labourers, joining them 
in their praises and thanksgivings to our Saviour, who had so gra- 
ciously conducted them without harm of any kind on their various 
journeys, and across the ocean. The ship had met with no ice on 
her passage to us. Brother Stock had soon the great satisfaction 
to see and embrace his dear infant, whom he had left under the care 
of Sister Morhardt last year, and who was now received by its step- 
mother, Sister Stock,. with the most tender affection. We all felt a 
lively interest it this joyful occurrence, and commended the parents 
and their child to the blessing of the Lord, fervently praying, that 
they may be favoured with health and strength, and every good and 
needful gift. 

Vou. i. 
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‘* The perusal of your very kind letter of the 22d of April, en- 
couraged us anew to spend all our powers with gladness in the ser- 
vice of our Lord, and’ with unwearied patience and zeal to perform 
that which, through grace, is committed unto us. It shall be our 
daily employ, and our fixed determination, under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, to labour for Him, who has done and suffered so much 
to redeem us. We will cheerfully proclaim His gospel, trusting to 
the fulfilment of His promise, that His word shall not return void, 
but accomplish that whereunto He sent it. 

** We have indeed, even in the year past, richly experienced, that 
the good seed has not been sown in vain. The Spirit of God accom- 
panied the testimony of the life, sufferings and death of Jesus, with 
power in the hearts of our people, and we enjoyed with them many 
rich blessings, whenever we met in His name. It gave us peculiar 
satisfaction to perceive, that all those who had for some time past 
been excluded from the congregation, returned, with true signs of re- 
pentance, bemoaning their sins and transgressions, and crying to the 
Lord for mercy. We could, therefore, at different opportunities, 
readmit them all to fellowship with the believers. Several persons 
advanced in the privileges of the church: two girls and eight children 
were baptized: four persons baptized as children, were received into 
the congregation; seven became candidates for the Holy Communion; 
six partook of it for the first time; a youth was added to the class of 
candidates for baptism. One child departed this life. The Esqui- 
maux congregation at Hopedale consists of sixty-five communicants, 
thirty-five baptized adults, eighty-three baptized children and youths, 
seven candidates for baptism, and two children yet unbaptized. In 
all, one hundred and ninety-two persons. 

*« The separate meetings with the different divisions of the con- 
gregation, in which the special directions given in Holy Writ, for 
every state of the Christian life, are particularly set forth and ex- 
plained, have, by the Lord’s mercy, been attended with much profit 
and blessing. A general wish seemed to prevail among all classes, 
to become acquainted with, and to obey the will of the Lord in all 
things, and to learn to walk worthy of the gospel, each in his own 
sftuation of life. The celebration of the festivals of the church, and 
of the Holy Communion, and other solemn opportunities were made, 
by the Spirit of God, seasons not only of much spiritual refreshment, 
but a means of awakening the hearts of our people to seek more 
earnestly after the one thing needful, and after the knowledge of 
themselves, as poor sinners, and of that atonement made by the 
shedding of the blood of the Lamb of God, by which we are cleansed 
from sin and from all defilement of the flesh and spirit. To this, 
the spontaneous expressions of many of them bore ample testimony. 

** One of the communicants wrote to a Missionary as follows: ‘ I 
feel truly displeased with myself on account of my many defects. 
But I also remember, that Jesus has not been weary in forgiving my 
frequent failings and transgressions. I ought therefore continually 
to thank and praise Him. But I am so muck ashamed of myself, 








BRETHREN’S SETTLEMENTS, ON THE LABRADOR COAST. 245 
that I sometimes hardly dare lift up my eyes towards Him. His 
grace is my only consolation, and I often think of His words: J wiil 
not leave you comfortless; and, Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 1 wish to be more en- 
lightened by His word, and to forsake all my own ways. I will 
therefore thus cry unto Jesus: O have mercy upon me, for I am a 
great sinner; heal thou me, for I am sick! I have often sought a 
place of rest for my soul in vain, but now I will have no other place, 
but at the right source, with Jesus, though 1 am so weak. I wish 
to be like one of the wise virgins on that day, but grieve to find so 
much to obstruct my path.’ 

** Another expressed himself thus, ‘When I examine my own 
heart, I feel repentance, on account of my sins, but also that Jesus 
has power to deliver me from all danger, and from sin. Without 
Him I should be a slave of sin, and lead a wretched life. But He 
took all my misery upon Himself, when He died on the cross for me, 
that I might live happy for ever. I cast all my burden upon Him, 
for He has blotted out my transgressions. He sees me wherever I 
am. He knows all my failings and mistakes, and every circumstance 
of my life, my whole heart, and all my thoughts, all my fears and 
anxieties, and He takes them all away, for His mercy never ceases.’ 

‘* In externals we have cause to thank our heavenly Father, for 
His care of His poor children. Though few seals were caught by 
our Esquimaux during the last autumn and winter, they never 
suffered real want. The rein-deer hunt turned out well, and many 
partridges were shot in the country, so that we could always procure 
a good supply of fresh meat. Towards the end of Spring, the Esqui- 
maux were remarkably successful in catching seals, which enabled 
them to dry a considerable stock of meat. We had little snow dur- 
ing the winter, but from the 24th of November, to the 9th of June, 
this year, our bay was frozen. 

‘* Towards the end of last autumn, a boat full of Esquimaux from 
the south, arrived here. Some of them showed us certificates of 
marriage, and told us, that they had been baptized by a Missionary 
in the south. They went into the neighbourhood of Nain to hunt, 
and returned hither on their passage back to the south, shortly 
before the arrival of the ship. 

‘* The Lord has been graciously pleased to bless us in our own 
family, both as to soul and body, granting us His peace, health, and 
strength, to do our daily work, for which we render to Him unfeign- 
ed thanks and praise. Brother Henn, after two years’ faithful ser- 
vices in this Mission, will go to Nain, pursuant to his call, and we 
commend him to the grace and protection of our Saviour. The news 
of the departure of two worthy members of the Elders’ Conference 
of the Unity, was unexpected, and affected us very painfully. May 
the Lord in mercy raise up servants to supply the places of those 
whom He calls home to rest, as devoted to His cause, as these our 
departed Brethren were, and enable them, by the power of His 
Spirit, to do His work with equal zeal and faithfulness. 
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** We remember the General Synod of our Church held this year 
with much interest. It is the daily subject of our prayers and sup- 
plications, that the Lord, the Head of His Church, would Himself 
preside, and direct His servants assembled in His name in all their 
consultations, establish them anew in the doctrine of His cross, and 
preserve unto us this treasure even to the end. 

*‘We read, with the most lively participation, the reports you 
have sent us of the spread of the work of God by Missions of various 
denominations, and by the promulgation of the Sacred Scriptures 
throughout the world. In an especial manner we beg you to express 
our warmest gratitude to the London Association in aid of the 
Brethren’s Missions, for their zeal in promoting the cause of God in 
the earth, and the generous assistance they have afforded to the 
Missions of the Brethren, the benefit of which we have experienced 
also here in Labrador. The venerable British and Foreign Bible 
Society will kindly accept our thanks for having again most gener- 
ously printed for us several of the Epistles in the Esquimaux lan- 
guage. May our gracious God and Saviour, whose Spirit inspires 
them with a desire to labour for His honour and glory, and the 
salvation of mankind, refresh their souls, and abundantly reward 
them from the treasures of His grace. 

*« The new edition of our Hymn Book, which you so kindly printed 
for us last year, has been distributed among our congregation, and 
received with sincere gratitude. It proved a new encouragement to 
them to learn both the verses and their tunes, and the singing has 
been rendered more lively and pleasing by the violins you sent us, 
which accompanied it on particular occasions. 

‘* For the abundant supply of provisions and other necessaries, 
sent again for our maintenance, we give you, dear Brethren, our best 
thanks, and pray the Lord to reward you, with every blessing both 
for soul and body, and to fill your hearts with His peace. 

**We commend ourselves to your love, beg an interest in your 
prayers, and salute you and all our friends and well-wishers most 
cordially, as your obliged and affectionate brethren. 

JOHN SAMUEL MEISNER, 
JOHN LEWIS MORHARDT, 
CHARLES BENEDICT HENN. 
JOHN CHRISTIAN BECK.” 


= 


From Nain. 


August 13, 1825. 

** DEAR BRETHREN—We read with the most heartfelt gratitude 
your kind letter of April the 22d; as likewise the reports and 
accounts you have sent us, which we received on the 17th of June, 
by post-kayaks, from Hopedale. We gave thanks to our merciful 
God and Saviour that He had again conducted the ship in safety to our 
coast, without encountering any ice before her arrival at Hopedale. 
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Since then, however, an immense quantity of ice came down from 
the north, floating in large masses along the whole coast, and filling 
every bay and inlet. Tous, at Nain, this was a novel sight, as the 
ice is in general kept off by the many islands lying before our har- 
bour. We were therefore the more thankful to hear, that the Har- 
mony had safely come to anchor at Hopedale. 

‘* We rejoiced to be informed that she had returned safe to you with 
Brother and Sister Kohlmeister, Brother Stock and Sister Schmidt- 
man. Brother Kohlmeister had most faithfully served this Mission, 
and for the last five years superintended its concerns. He was very 
attentive to the few Esquimaux who remained with us during the 
summer, and met them in the chapel whenever it was practicable, 
remembering the promise of our Saviour, to be present with only two 
or three who may be assembled in His name. He considered it a 
duty not to be neglected, to give them, whether few or many, every 
opportunity for social worship. May the Lord reward and bless 
him, his dear wife, and Sister Schmidtman wherever they may here- 
after reside. 

‘*In speaking of ourselves, we can only say, that we are well 
aware of our own weakness and insufficiency, and that we only live 
by the grace of our Lord. We know that without Him we can do 
nothing, and desire to be led and guided as obedient children in all 
His ways. May our will always be subject to His, and our ex- 
perience prove that perfect resignation to His guidance is our hap- 
piest state. His thoughts towards us are certainly thoughts of peace, 
and none can hinder the good work He has determined to do in and 
by His servants. We therefore rely with confidence upon Him and 
His promises, and labour with cheerfulness in His vineyard, doing 
what He has commanded, preaching His Gospel, proclaiming the 
acceptable year of the Lord, and deliverance, through His power, to 
captive souls. 

‘* When we consider the mercies He has shown to our Esquimaux 
in the time past, we are filled with amazement, and adore Him in 
the dust. None of us indeed can possibly feel any inclination to take 
his hand from the plough, and look back, but each is willing to do 
his best, that the field may be well prepared for the seed; and our 
Lord and Master has promised to impart the strength we stand in 
need of. 

“* Pray for us, dear Brethren, that we may continue to labour here 
in Labrador with unwearied faithfulness, nor love our lives and con- 
venience in preference to the work committed to us, and that the 
word of the cross may still bring forth much fruit among the Esqui- 
maux, that they all may become the reward for the travail of Christ’s 
soul. 

** On the 3d of July the Harmony arrived safe in our harbour, and 
we had the pleasure to welcome the captain, and first and second 
mate, and also Brother Henn and his wife, from Hopedale. We 
joined in thanksgiving to God, that He had graciously preserved her 
from harm on her passage. Our fears respecting the great quantity 
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of ice she would have to work through were indeed not unfounded, 
for she was brought into considerable danger among it, having been 
forced from her»anchorage, and saved only by a merciful interposi- 
tion of Providence. We again return to you our most cordial thanks 
for the abundant supply of every thing needful for our subsistence, 
and pray the Lord to bless you and all our dear friends and benefac- 
tors to the Missions, by whose bounty you are enabled to carry on 
the work. 

‘* The internal state of our Esquimaux congregation has, by the 
Lord’s mercy, afforded us more joy than pain. Most of the baptized 
have been desirous of experiencing the power of our Saviour’s grace, 
to enable them to walk worthy of the gospel, and to give honour to 
Him, who has delivered them from darkness and the power of sin. 
Some painful occurrences may be expected, for the enemy of souls 
is ever active, seeking to do harm to the cause of God. Nor has he 
spared us, but even sought to lead the children into mischief, and 
create disturbance among them. But the spirit of God ruling in the 
congregation proved more mighty, and the evil being brought to 
light, the machinations of the enemy were soon destroyed. We 
thank the Lord, that-we perceive that the spirit of our people is with 
us, and all are intent upon putting away that which is evil in the 
sight of God. Against such a spirit, which is His gift, Satan cannot 
long exert his craft with success. May the Lord preserve it among 
us. As to externals, we can declare with gratitude that our merci- 
ful heavenly Father has cared for our people. None suffered extreme 
hunger. They caught but few seals in kayaks, or upon the ice, but 
more in nets, by which they obtained a sufficiency for their sub- 
sistence. Nor have they suffered much from severe illness. 

** During the winter-season, five adults and four children were 
baptized; three persons were received into the congregation; four- 
teen were added to the candidates for the Lord’s Supper, and three 
became partakers. At present our Esquimaux congregation consists 
of 207 persons, of whom eighty-two are communicants. None have 
departed this life. 

‘* During the last autumn, a large party of Esquimaux arrived 
here in a boat from the south, and among them a woman with her 
infant son, who begged leave to live here, saying, that she desired 
to be converted to Jesus, and could no longer bear to live in the 
south. A few others expressed uneasiness of mind, and, as they 
remained in our neighbourhood during the winter, came hither now 
and then, that they might be present at church and hear the word 
of God. We always admitted them, and-hope that the good seed 
sown may in due time produce its fruit. 

**The meetings and schools have, by the blessing of God, been 
made truly profitable to our Esquimaux. ‘They have also learnt to 
sing several of the tunes to the hymns in the new hymn-book. In 
general, we rejoice to perceive a new awakening by the spirit of God 
in the hearts of our dear people, which excites us to thank and praise 
the Lord. Several short anthems, translated jnto the Esquimaux 
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language by Brother Muller, have been sung by a choir of Esqui- 
maux, on solemn occasions, with great acceptance. We wish this 
pleasing addition to our church service may be encouraged and con- 
tinued, as so promising a beginning has been made. In our own 
house and family we have enjoyed the peace and presence of the 
Lord, and brotherly love has prevailed among us. For this, and for 
the health we have been blessed with throughout the year, we give 
thanks to the Giver of every blessing. Sister Lundberg has been 
safely delivered of a daughter, called in baptism Henrietta Amelia. 

‘* The distribution of the new edition of the Hymn-Book has been 
productive of great blessing to our congregation. All join in thank- 
ing the Society for this valuable present. Most of the new hymns 
were translated by the Brethren, Schmidtman and Martin. When 
the distribution took place in the first winter’s meeting, on the 19th 
of November, to all such as can read, their joy and gratitude was 
loudly expressed. For our new building, a part of the timber has 
been brought by the Esquimaux in a raft, and we now beg you to 
send us the needful materials to complete it. We shall do all in 
our power to forward it, for our old houses are exceedingly out of 
repair. “The wood work in them is so much decayed, that it will 
not bear mending, and there is some danger of their falling. 

‘* May the Lord give his blessing to the new arrangements made. 
Brother Henn comes to us to Nain from Hopedale. Brother Knaus 
goes to Okkak, and Brother Mentzel from the latter place to Hope- 
dale. Brother Knaus has served this Mission two years with faith- 
fulness, and we thank him and his dear wife for all their labours of 
love. We pray, that by the protection and blessing of God, all these 
dear travellers may safely reach the places of their destination. 

‘* We may with truth, bear witness to most of our Esquimaux 
Brethren, that they do their best, faithfully to provide for their fami- 
lies. This change in the general conduct of Esquimaux is a fruit 
and a very encouraging proof of the benefit of Christian instruction 
and conversion of heart. 

** About seventy children attend the meetings and schools with 
diligence and profit. While we lament the loss we have sustained 
by the departure of our worthy correspondent, Brother Fabricius, 
and of Brother Gottfried Cunow; both members of the Elders’ Con- 
ference of the Unity, we pray fervently to Him, who is the Head of 
His Church, that he would send faithful labourers to supply the 
places of those venerable servants in His house. 

‘* We commend ourselves and our dear Esquimaux congregation 
to your love and intercession at the throne of grace, and assure you 
of our cordial affection and prayers. May they be heard and an- 
swered, and the blessing ot the Lord rest upon you. We remain 
ever, in the fellowship of Jesus, dearest Brethren, your most affec- 
tionate Brethren, 


FREDERICK JENSEN MULLER, Joun Korner, 
Joun LUNDBERG, ZACHARIAH GLITSCH. 


G. FrReDERICK Knaus, 


MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM THT 


From OxKak. 


** August 24, 1825. 

“ DEAREST BRETHREN—Your very kind letter of April 22d, which 
we received on the first of this month, gave us heartfelt pleasure. 
By the same opportunity we were informed of the safe arrival of the 
Harmony at Hopedale on the 13th of July, with Brother and Sister 
Stock on board, the captain, mate, and all on board being in good 
health, and preserved from all danger. For these mercies we offer- 
ed up praise and thanksgiving at the feet of our Lord and Saviour, 
who has again granted His protection, and given to them and usa 
renewed proof of His divine favour. 

** Your letter contained the joyful news that the company which 
left us last year had reached the place of their destination in safety. 
Our prayers had often been offered up for them during their voyage, 
as likewise for Brother Stock on his return to us. May the Lord 
grant him and his dear wife a special blessing, with every good gift 
necessary for the renewal of his service in Labrador. 

** Your letter likewise gave us the painful account of the decease 
of two venerable Bishops of our church, John Gottfried Cunow, and 
Lewis Wilhadus Fabricius. This was to us an unexpected stroke, 
yet we cannot say, Lord! what doest thou? but we bow under the 
dispensation, and can only pray, that He would not cease to grant us 
men after His own heart, to serve Him with the same devotedness and 
zeal, and under the guidance of His Spirit, to superintend the con- 
cerns of the church. We also offer up fervent supplications in be- 
half of the General Synod met this year at Herrnhut, and entreat 
Him, who is the Chief Shepherd of the flock, and Ruler in His 
house, Himself to preside and direct all things according to His holy 
mind and will. 

** We cannot sufficiently express to you our thanks for the gener- 
ous manner in which you have again furnished us with every neces- 
sary of life. The Lord reward you and all those worthy contributors 
to your and our wants, whose hearts and hands are open to assist in 
the maintenance of His work on earth. _ Nor will he suffer one cup 
of cold water, given in His name, and for the service of His cause, 
to go unrewarded. The reports you have sent us filled us with 
gratitude and astonishment, when we considered the great share 
taken by persons of so many denominations in the prosecution of the 
cause of our Saviour by Missionary labours, and also the assistance 
so generously afforded to us. Might we all feel truly thankful for it, 
and be fervent in prayer, that He would cause His precious Gospel 
to be made known to every human creature on earth for salvation. 
We covenanted anew faithfully to improve every occasion to com- 
mend His saving word to every inhabitant of these coasts, and to tell 
them, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save them also. We 
can testify with truth, that the word of the cross, proclaimed with 
simplicity and faith, is the power of God to melt the most hardened 
hearts. * 
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“On the 13th of November our people returned from their hunting- 
places. Neither in kayaks nor in nets had they succeeded. They 
were, however, thankful that they afterwards got seals enough to 
serve every family with one per week, and likewise some walrusses 
(eiweks). The Lord has been pleased to lay a special blessing both 
upon the meetings of the congregation, and upon the schools both of 
the children and adults. His presence cheered our hearts, when we 
met to celebrate the Holy Sacraments of the Lord’s Supper and 
Baptism, and tears of joy and gratitude bore witness to the blessing 
enjoyed by our dear people. 

‘* They and we have likewise been favoured with good health, 
short indispositions excepted. 

** On the 23d of March, we held an examination of the school, at 
which 120 children were present. It gave us great satisfaction to 
perceive, that our labour in this branch of our duty had not been in 
vain, for the result gave witness to the diligence and attention of the 
scholars, and the schegjs closed for the summer with thanks to our 
Saviour for His help and blessing upon them. 

‘* January 19th was a day of joy and gladness, when we celebrated 
the 49th anniversary of the beginning of the Mission here at Okkak, 
a corner of the world the most rough and stormy, but where now the 
Lord our Saviour has fixed His standard. In a meeting of our 
Esquimaux, the new edition of the Hymn-Book was distributed to 
all that can read, and we spoke to them of the love of our Brethren 
and Sisters in Europe towards them, in sending them such a valua- 
ble present. We could have wished you, dear Brethren, to have 
been present to witness the emotion of their hearts. They were so 
deeply affected, that when we afterwards gave out that hymn: “* J 
will sing to my Creator, (Hymn-Book page 57,) their voices altered 
with weeping, and we could hardly proceed, till we concluded with 
that hymn: “ Praise God for ever,’’ (Hymn-Book, page 193,) which 
they sung with all their hearts, and afterwards begged, that we 
would most cordially thank the Society and all their friends and 
benefactors. They desired that we would assure them, that they 
counted themselves unworthy of such benefit, for they were too 
mean, and did not, as they ought, render due joy and honour to our 
Saviour, but they would not cease to pray, that they might be made 
more conformed to His mind; that they could not be thankful enough 
that teachers had been sent to them, to make them acquainted with 
their Saviour, who had died on the cross to redeem them; and that they 
could not describe the difference between their present enjoyment of 
His love and mercy, and their miserable state as heathen. They 
would therefore always pray for a blesssing upon them, and on the 
King of England, for whom they prayed every Sunday, in the Litany, 
that the Lord would fill his heart with His peace. ‘They added, 
that they hoped at last to come to that place, where they should for 
ever join in the song of ‘ Holy, Holy, Holy, to the Lamé that was 


slain, and hath redeemed us also to God by Hie blood.’ These and 
Vou. 11. $2 
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many more expressions of thankfulness towards their friends in Eu- 
rope, they begged us to transmit to you, which we now do in part. 

** No less fervent were their declarations of gratitude to the vener- 
able British and Foreign Bible Society, for having presented them 
with the printed Epistles of the Apostles, in the Esquimaux language. 
That excellent Society will rejoice to hear what good use is made of 
this valuable gift, and how diligently they read the Scriptures, both 
at home and abroad, and what blessing they enjoy in it. 

“*Since the departure of the ship last year, nine children and 
thirteen adults were baptized; thirteen became partakers of the 
Lord’s Supper; three youths were received into the congregation; 
twenty-three persons came to live here, desiring to be converted to 
the Lord; a family of six persons removed to Nain; seven adults and 
three children departed this life. They all gave evidence of their 
faith, and expressed their desire to depart and be with Christ. Our 
congregation consists of 338 persons, of whom 97 are communicants. 

** Thus we may say that we have spent tlyear happily together. 
Troubles indeed are never wanting. Several of our family suffered 
from illness: Brother Kmoch from rheumatism; Sister Kunath 
rather dangerously from a pectoral complaint, and Sister Kmoch 
from a sore hand. We could do nothing but look to our Heavenly 
Physician for relief, and He proved indeed to us, a ready help in 
every time of need. He does all things well and we rely upon his 
mercy. 

** Our gardens promised to yield an abundant crop, but as the 
night-frosts returned again at the end of August, and the snow fell a 
foot deep, many attained to ripeness before the time, and we were 
obliged to dig them out from under the snow. This year the snow 
went away earlier than usual, and we could sow in our gardens at 
the end of June; but the ice and fogs in July killed all the early plants. 
All the sallad turned black, but rhubarb remained untouched; and we 
are particularly thankful for this excellent herb. 

** August 14th, we bid our dear Brother Jonathan Mentzel fare- 
well. He set out for Hopedale, agreeably to his call, having served 
this Mission with great willingness and cheerfulness. 

** On the 20th, we had the inexpressible pleasure to see the Har- 
mony come to an anchor in our bay. We were the more thankful 
for her preservation, as we were assailed on the 13th by a dreadful 
gale, which made us think of her with much anxiety. 

‘* We bid our worthy captain Fraser, the mate, and whole ship’s 
company, and particularly our fellow-labourers, Brother Knaus and 
his wife, joyfully welcome. We pray the Lord to bless them in all 
their future services among us. 

** Pray for us, dear Brethren, and be assured that we do not for- 
get to pray for you, at the throne of grace. We remain, in the 
fellowship of Jesus, your most faithful Brethren and Sisters, 

GEORGE HERTZBERG, 
SAMUEL STURMAN, 
GEORGE KMOCH, 
ADAM KUNATH.” 
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The following letter was received from Brother J. S. MEISNER, at 
HopEDALE, in October, written after the Harmony had left that 
place. 

** August 18, 1825. 

** Dear BrorHeER—An unexpected opportunity presents itself, to 
send greeting, to you and all our dear friends in Europe, after the 
ship had left us. A gentleman from Newfoundland, Mr. Cozens, 
paid us a visit, having conveyed a Methodist Missionary in his 
schooner to Eivektok. We found him to be one who loved the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity, and came hither solely for the purpose of 
becoming acquainted with our proceedings. He, with the crew of 
his vessel, attended our public worship twice, and seemed well 
pleased with it. 

‘* Since the departure of the ship, we have buried no less than 
four members of our congregation: a man called Michael; a youth, 
Thomas; a woman, Magdalene; and a child, Benigna. ‘The child 
and the two former were brought hither as corpses, from the out- 
places. They had died of a disorder so sudden and fatal, that they 
were well and dead within the day. 

‘“*The weather, this summer, is unusually wet and cold. The 
potatoes in our gardens are frozen, and all the garden plants very 
small. In our family, we are blessed with health and peace, and 
brotherly love reigns amongeus. Sister Stock feels herself quite at 
home, and Brother Stock’s little infant, Edward, has found in her a 
faithful mother. 

‘* Brother Mentzel, from Okkak, is expected every day. We 
beg, particularly, to salute Brother Kohlmeister and his wife, when 
you write to Germany; and with best love to your whole Society, 
remain, &c. JO. SAM. MEISNER.” 


=== 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extracts of letters from Brother Hans PETER HALLBEck. 


‘*GNADENTHAL, 4pril 29, 1825. 

‘* DEAR BRoTHER—Since I wrote my last, of the 9th of March, I 
have been at Capetown, Groenekloof, Elim (late Vogelstruis Kraal,) 
and Hemel-en-Aarde, and might have abundance of agreeable news 
to communicate, had I but time sufficient at my disposal. 

‘* At all the stations, the celebration of the Passion-week, and 
Easter, has been attended with our Saviour’s blessing, and was made 
the means of awakening many a slumbering soul, and creating more 
life in the congregation. Here, at Gnadenthal, we concluded the 
Easter festival on Tuesday, with a lively meeting, at which I was 
particularly requested to salute you, from the whole congregation. 
On the next day, I set out with my wife for Groenekloof, and Cape- 
town, and returned by Hemel-en-Aarde, a few days ago. Groene- 
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kloof is much improved in its outward appearance. Not only the 
premises of the Missionaries look much more comfortable, but those 
of the Hottentcits, who have built a good number of substantial 
houses. An abundant crop has given new life to the settlement. 
Nearly 2000. muids of grain, of various kinds, have been housed, and 
the gardens, particularly those of the Missionaries, under Brother 
Hoffman’s care, have yielded a rich return. Though we and our 
people are very thankful to God for so great an external blessing, 
yet we cannot but lament that some of the Hottentots, by their 
frequent intercourse with the town, to which they convey their sur- 
plus produce, are led into temptations, which they are often too 
weak to resist. The Missionaries were well in health, except Sister 
Schultz. 

** At Capetown, I waited upon the Governor, and the Colonial 
Secretary, and met from them the most kind and condescending 
attention. Their visit to Enon had afforded them particular satis- 
faction; and they expressed a wish, that we would commence Mis- 
sions in other parts of the colony. On my return, I spent a few days 
with Brother and Sister Leitner, at Hemel-en-Aarde, and partook 
with them, and their few communicants, of the Lord’s Supper. I 
had previously spoken with all the individuals with great satisfaction, 

‘* At Elim, I found the people building about ten walled houses, 
several Hottentot families having removed thither from the neigh- 
bourhood, and from Gnadenthal. Brother Bonatz hopes, that some 
of the houses will be finished by the 12th of May, when he proposes 
to have a solemn meeting with the inhabitants, to which I am invited. 
He finds the hall in the dwelling-house already too small for the 
number of hearers who attend. A merchant at Capetown has made 
a present of a fine bell for Elim, which we wish to have hung, when 
the houses are finished. Brother Luttring, who lately arrived, will 
supply the place of Brother Thomson, who returns to Gnadenthal 
He has already made such proficiency in the Dutch language, that 
he will soon be able to address the congregation. 

‘* From Enon, I received letters on my return hither; all the 
Missionaries were well and full of thankfulness to the Lord, for 
the rich blessing they and their congregation had enjoyed during 
the celebration of the Passion-week, and Easter. The number of 
inhabitants had increased to three hundred and fifty, and Brother 
Schmitt is very desirous of being able to build a properchurch. He 
also makes mention of the agreeable visit with which they were 
honoured by the Governor and the Colonial Secretary. 

‘* A great proportion of the inhabitants of Gnadenthal are at home, 
at present, owing, in a great measure, to the rich harvest, with 
which we have been blessed. By desire of the Commissioners, I 
counted those that were at home yesterday, and found, that out of 
1240 inhabitants, 922 were at home. Of the absentees, one half are 
only for a short time on different journies, and are shortly expected.”’ 


































es 


he 
de 
en 
rill 


hat 


the 
for 
ing 
r of 
her 
He 
ere 





eg 





MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 255 


** May 19, 1825. 

‘* To what I communicated in my last letter of April the 29th, I 
will add a few particulars. 

‘* The printed reports you have sent by the last ships, gave us 
very interesting information respecting the Missions of various deno- 
minations, in different parts of the world, for which we return many 
thanks, praying that the Lord may bless all the exertions made to 
spread His knowledge in the earth. 

‘* The festival of the 12th of May was celebrated at Elim, as 
mentioned in my last, but I could not be present, on account of my 
numerous duties at home. Brother Bonatz writes as follows about 
this interesting solemnity:—“ The 12th of May was to me and us all, 
a day of great joy and happiness, which I hope never to forget. At 
nine A. M. we met in our hall, to offer up prayer and thanksgiving 
to the Lord, for all the mercies we call to mind thisday. At eleven, 
a discourse was delivered in front of the new Hottentot houses, dur- 
ing which, all present were deeply affected. A dinner was provided 
for twenty-one children, and eighteen adults, who had all assisted at 
the building; after which, I distributed the premiums promised to 
those, whose houses were already finished.’ 

‘* The bell, presented to Elim by a friend at Capetown, was on 
that day hung, and the name Ext, as ratified by the Colonial Go- 
vernment, introduced. On the day previous to this solemnity, 
Brother Luttring had arrived to relieve Brother Thomsen. 

‘* The disposition of our Government to befriend the labours of 
our church among the Hottentots of this colony, opens a door for the 
spread of the Gospel, which, if we were able, would give us an op- 
portunity of enlarging our field of labour almost to any extent. It 
is therefore with us a subject of constant meditation and fervent 
prayer to the Lord, that He may direct all things according to His 
will, and enable us to avail ourselves of the opportunities afforded us 
of proclaiming His Gospel. When I observe the heathen, not only 
willing, but desirous to be instructed, and consider the kind invitation 
given us by our superiors to prosecute our exertion in various 
quarters, I then surely may think, that the fields are ripe for the 
harvest, and that it is our bounden duty to examine in how far we 
may use these advantages for the spread of the Gospel, without in- 
creasing the number of Missionary stations beyond our resources. 

‘* IT am contriving to fit out a room for a library, which I consider 
a necessary appendage to our church and school here at Gnadenthal. 
I know it would be a gratification to many a traveller, and make no 
doubt but that we should obtain contributions in books, &c. towards 
it. If you therefore, or any of your friends, could spare us any old 
or new books fit for a library, I should feel much obliged to you. 
The Brethren and Sisters at all our stations are well, and beg to be 
kindly remembered.” 

** June 16, 1825. 

** On the 5th inst. I was favoured with your kind letter off March 
2d, by the arrival of Brother Nauhauss, who reached Capetown on 
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the 28th of May. The decease of Brother Rochling on his way to 
us, though no doubt directed for wise purposes by the Lord, was a 
great disappointment to us, and the more deeply felt and regretted, 
as we are in great want of active and diligent Brethren to carry on 
the work, At Enon, Brother Schmitt is very desirous to have more 
assistance. 

** Last week, the Rev. Dr. Philip spent a day here on his way to 
Bethelsdorp and Lattakoo. After his return, he intends to go to 
England. 

‘* A letter from Capetown states, that Brother Schmitt in the be- 
ginning of May was dangerously ill at Enon, but as I have received 
no news of it, I hope that he soon recovered. In Elim, by God’s 
mercy, every thing seems to be going on prosperously, and 1 am con- 
vinced, that it will become a gathering-place, where the Lord will 
collect a flock, and His name will be glorified. The state of this 
congregation is, in general, satisfactory and encouraging, of which 
we had new evidence yesterday and to-day, in speaking individually 
with all our communicants. On these occasions they converse with 
frankness and simplicity on the state of their minds and hearts. 

‘* Brother Leitner has much cause to rejoice over the manifest 
blessing, which the Lord bestows upon his labours at Hemel-en- 
Aarde. He was here a few days ago, and gave us a delightful 
account of the work of God among the poor lepers.” 


** July 15, 1825. 

‘* The Diaries of Gnadenthal and Hemel-en-Aarde, sent herewith, 
will give you a particular account of all that is passing in these two 
places. We have indeed our trials and difficulties, and when we 
consider what manner of persons we ought to be, after having ex- 
perienced so many mercies and favours from our blessed Saviour in 
this place, we find abundant reason to humble ourselves in the dust 
before Him, but we have at the same time much cause to rejoice, 
that He continues to bless our feeble endeavours in His service. We 
have just spoken with every individual belonging to the communi- 
cant congregation, and were much encouraged; since most of them, 
though deeply sensible of their unworthiness, commit themselves, in 
faith, to the mercy and protection of our Saviour, who also grants 
His Spirit to rule among them, and not only preserves them from 
disgracing-their profession, but enables them to walk worthy of the 
gospel. We felt most happy to witness among this division of our 
people, many remarkable instances of a gradual growth in self- 
knowledge, and love to Jesus, and ¢hat, not unfrequently, in some 
who lately appeared lifeless as to spiritual things. Such instances 
of the power of the word of God, even in the most hardened hearts, 
are our support and comfort, when we sometimes have to grieve 
over lukewarmness and want of life in others; they encourage us to 
hope, that perhaps those, concerning whom we feel most pain, will, 
under the influence of divine grace, become our joy and crown. 

‘** We had lately a visit from our new Landgrost, Mr. Rivers, who 
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succeeded Mr. Schonberg, at Zwellendam. He seemed well pleased 
with the place, and particularly with the state of the schools. 

‘* Brother Nauhauss arrived safe in Table Bay, in May. We re- 
joice to have obtained such worthy assistants, and hope that they will 
be blessed by the Lord, in their service, as our fellow-labourers. 

‘*T have not heard any thing from Enon, for two months, and 
begin to fear, that the illness of Brother Schmitt, of which a report 
reached us by way of Capetown, has been, or perhaps is, of a serious 
nature, 

‘* We have received by the Atlas, a parcel of clothes, for our 
poor, for which we beg to thank the generous donors; and to assure 
them of the unfeigned gratitude of all the poor Hottentots, to whom 
they will be given. 

‘* By the instruction they receive in the schools, some of our young 
people have acquired a tolerably accurate knowledge of geography, 
and as we read to them, now and then, reports received from other 
Missions, we have taken pains to show them where our various set- 
tlements lie. Such accounts would be almost unintelligible, without 
a little knowledge of the relative situations of the Missionary settle- 
ments. You may, perhaps, think me going too far, but I should 
wish that we had a globe, to give them a better idea of the shape of 
our earth. For this purpose, I picked out a large round calabash, 
and when I can get leisure, will mark it as well as I can; but a globe 
would do better, and perhaps you may help us to one second-hand.” 


** August 18 1825. 

‘* A fortnight ago, I visited Elim, and was much pleased with the 
state of things in that new settlement. About ten Hottentot families 
have settled there, and as many walled cottages are nearly finished. 
More Hottentots are preparing to remove to that place, both from 
the neighbourhood and from hence. Five new people had lately 
been admitted to the class of candidates for baptism, among whom 
I met with some, who showed great earnestness in seeking to know 
the way of salvation. Nineteen children attend the daily school, 
under the care of Brother Luttring, and a Sunday School, which 
commenced during my visit, is well attended by the neighbours. 

** Brother Luttring has brought the corn-mill into such good order, 
that it excels our mill at Gnadenthal, and will prove a great advan- 
tage, not only to the settlement, but to the whole neighbourhood. 

“* From Enon I lately received two letters. Brother Schmitt is in 
a great measure restored from his severe illness, but so much weak- 
ened, that he expresses a wish to be at rest, and a successor to be 
appointed. We shall truly grieve to be deprived of the services of 
this valuable man. 

‘* At Hemel-en-Aarde, and at Groenekloof, all were well a few 
days ago. Brother Nauhauss will remain here till Brother Lem- 
mertz’s return, we hope, with more assistants. 

‘* We have just had very great encouragement and much cause to 
rejoice over the blessing, conferred by the Lord, upon us and our 
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congregation, in these days. On the 13th of August thirty-four 
candidates were present at the Lord’s Supper, and on the 14th, 
twelve persons were baptized. On the 13th, at a particular meeting 
of the communicants, we spoke with them of that bond of union 
which unites us in spirit, with so many congregations in different 
parts of the world, when they appeared most grateful and delighted, 
and begged us to salute you, and all our Brethren and Sisters in all 
places. 

‘* The season has been uncommonly dry. Not one good shower of 
rain has fallen in our neighbourhood, during the whole rainy season. 
The oldest people do not remember such extraordinary weather. 
The consequence is, that but little has been sown, and some of our 
people have not been able to plough at all, the ground having re- 
mained as hard as a stone. Hence we are not without apprehensions 
when we look into futurity. But our consolation is, that we are in 
the hands of a merciful heavenly Father. Other parts of the colony 
have had more seasonable weather; corn, therefore, remains at a 
moderate price. We have not neglected the proper season for en- 
larging and improving our plantations. 

‘** All here unite in kind salutations to all our Brethren and friends 
in Europe, and request constant remembrance of us and our Hotten- 
tot congregation in their prayers. H. P. HALLBECK.” 


WEST INDIES. 
JAMAICA. 


From Brother Joun Ex.ts, of FairFi£Lp. 


** Lincoun, Sefitember 15, 1825. 

** Accept our thanks for your interesting letter of the 6th of June. 
It came to hand at one of those seasons of joy and gladness, which 
we, experience on the arrival of new fellow-labourers; for you no 
doubt recollect that Brother and Sister Hague were the bearers of 
it. -They arrived at Kingston August 4th, and immediately engaged 
the first coasting vessel to Alligator Pond, where I had the pleasure 
to meet them on the 9th; and on the 10th we ascended the moun- 
tain, and arrived at Fairfield, about two o’clock, to the inexpressible 
joy of all. The accents of praise and thanksgiving were heard from 
every voice, and joy and gladness beamed from every countenance. 
Their pleasure, in communicating tidings, and delivering letters from 
old friends, seemed to equal ours in receiving them. 

‘** But, alas! how momentary are all earthly enjoyments! Two 
short weeks scarcely elapsed, before our joy was turned into mourn- 
ing —Wednesday, the 24th, towards evening, Brother Hague, began 
to feel slightly indisposed, and, before morning, fever came on, The 
next day, medical aid was called in, and proper medicine applied, 
but without the wished for relief. Afterforty-eight hours, a remis- 
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sion of fever, indeed, did take place, but his whole frame had 
already received such a shock, and his stomach and digestive organs 
had become so inactive, that the doctor began to apprehend much 
danger. A second medical gentleman was called in, whose opinion 
of the disorder, exactly coincided with that of Dr. Dempster. He 
also approved of the means used, but said little to encourage our 
hopes of his recovery. We continued, however, under the direction 
of the doctor, to use every possible remedy, and flattered ourselves 
from time to time, that the symptoms became less alarming, till 
Monday, the 29th, in the morning about 7 o’clock, when he departed 
in peace, in firm reliance upon his God and Saviour. This bereave- 
ment we believed to be almost more than we could bear, but what 
were we called upon still to witness! 

‘** Before the departure of our dear Brother Hague took place, we 
had the grief to hear the doctor declare that Sister Hague, had 
symptoms of the same kind of fever as that under which her dear 
husband was labouring; which he had before pronounced to be a 
bilious remittent, or yellow fever. Every precautionary measure 
was now taken, if possible, to disperse the disease, but in vain; the 
fever became more and more alarming, so much s0, that early in the 
morning of the 30th, Dr. Dempster advised my sending for two other 
medical gentlemen, which was immediately done, and, in a few hours, 
one of them arrived. His opinion of the symptoms was, if any thing, 
more cheering. Even this ray of hope, would have afforded a mo- 
mentary relief to our distracted minds, had not our attention been 
called to Brother Berger, who was, about this time, seized with 
head-ache and fever. It did not, indeed, at first appear to be the 
same fatal disease, as that by which Sister Hague was attacked, 
but, in a few hours more, we were but too well convinced by the 
irritable state of the stomach, of the nature of the complaint. The 
whole attention of Dr. Dempster, who scarcely quitted the house for 
more than a week, was now taken up in watching every change 
which occurred in the two patients, and immediately applying such 
means as were suggested, either by his own skill, or that of his me- 
dical advisers, who paid frequent visits about this time. Whenever 
either of them appeared a little better, as they frequently did, con- 
versing cheerfully and freely with us, we felt our hopes begin to 
revive, but as often were we again cast down by unfavourable symp- 
toms, till on Friday, September 2d, about two o’clock in the after- 
noon, it pleased our Saviour, to release our dear Sister Hague from 
her sufferings, by calling her home to himself; and on the following 
morning, about four o’clock, the same happy change took place 
with our dear Brother Berger. Thus, inthe space of five days, was 
our adult family reduced to one half the number. How mysterious 
are the dealings of the Lord, and his ways past finding out! Our 
consolation is to know, that they all departed in peace, as pardoned 
sinners, trusting in the merits of their crucified Saviour. Their 
faith was, indeed, to the last, in lively exercise, and they all bore a 
good testimony of the hope that was in them, so that of their admit- 
VoL. 11. 33 
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tance to heavenly bliss, we cannot have a moment’s doubt. But, 
alas! their gain, is our loss: how much, according to our thoughts, 


the ways of the Lord are not as our ways, nor His thoughts as our 
thoughts. Many are the expressions deserving to be recorded, 
which these redeemed ones of the Lord uttered shortly before their 
joining the church triumphant; but a very few must suffice on this 
occasion.—Brother Hague said, ‘ Humanly speaking, I am unfit to 
serve’our Saviour, but He knows my heart, and my motives, and if 
I have sinned in reaching out my hand to touch the ark, I humbly 
crave thy forgiveness, O my Saviour!’ On another occasion, he said, 
* I have been favoured, like Moses of old, to stand, as it were, on 
the top of Pisgah, and see the land beforeme. I hoped to have la- 
boured in this land, and I still wish it, if it be the will of my Lord.’ 
He several times expressed concern at the great expense, he and 
Sister Hague had caused to the Mission, and fervently prayed, that 
his departure at this early period of his services, might not operate 
unfavourably to the cause. Sister Hague bore her loss with much 
composure, and real Christian resignation. She said, ‘I know I am 
in the Lord’s hands, let him do with me what seemeth good in His 
sight.” On one occasion she said to Sister Ellis, ‘ My life has 
been a scene of trials and vicissitudes, but since our arrival here, we 
have been so happy, that I have several times said to my husband, 
It cannot last long.’ Brother Berger’s prayer for his wife and dear 
little one was most affecting. He repeatedly prayed that our Sa- 
viour would forgive every thing that had grieved Him. After hav- 
ing, at his own request, had his hands washed, he said, ‘ Dear Saviour, 
do thou wash my heart clean in thy most precious blood; wash away 
every spot, and let me appear in the robe of thy righteousness.’ 
When his wife asked him, if he had any message to his father, he 
said, ‘ No, only that he would forgive me, if I have done any thing 
that grieved him.’ He requested the same to be said to all his 
friends. The evening before his departure, he desired his pencils 
and colours to be put away. His wife said, ‘I suppose, my dear, 
you have better colours to make use of now.’ He answered, ‘O 
yes, I will now paint my Saviour in all His suffering beauty. I shall 
soon behold the wounds in His hands, feet, and side, more clearly 
than I now do.’ This pleasing subject seemed to engage his mind 
the whole of the evening. He often looked at his wife, and said, 
* Be of good cheer, take courage,’ &c. &c. From two o’clock, in 
the morning, he lay quite still, till the clock struck four, when he 
opened his eyes and asked what time it was, and then fell gently 
asleep in the arms of his Redeemer. To the praise of our God and 
Saviour, we have to record, that he has supported us in a remark- 
able manner in the midst of our affliction, and from our friends also 
we have received many proofs of kindness; among which I cannot 
omit mentioning the following—Our kind friend, E. P. Esq. besides 
assisting us in many other ways, invited us to come, for some time, 
and live with him at Lincoln, a place noted for its healthy situation, 
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where we are now residing. ‘The family of H. S. Esq. among other 
acts of kindness, sent two of their most trusty servants (one an ex- 
cellent sick nurse,) to assist us in our distress. The distance is 
about thirty miles.—Letters, which I received yesterday, written by 
two of our friends, Miss S., and Mrs. C., proved very encouraging to 
us. I venture to send an extract of what Mrs. C. writes. Speak- 
ing of our bereavements, she says, ‘ Such trials are fiery tests of 
faith: as members of the same body, and interested in the same 
cause, we suffer with you; and though we endeavour to consider the 
bliss which they enjoy, who, through faith and patience inherit the 
promises, we lament with you, the loss we Aave sustained by this 
sudden and unlooked for visitation, when our hopes were at the 
highest, and our prayers appeared to have been answered by the 
arrival of our late lamented friends. But the Lord’s ways are far 
above, out of our sight; may we never stagger through unbelief, 
knowing that He is faithful that has promised, and that He also will 
uphold His own cause. ‘Though heaven and earth shall pass away, 
His word shall endure. My great fear is, that you will be obliged 
to withhold your visits to this neighbourhood, and then many of 
those poor people who have been brought to reflection, will, for a 
time, lose the benefit of your labours, as numbers came to you, who 
would be unwilling to attend private individuals in their instructions; 
and the few who were gathered into the fold, will droop and languish 
without a shepherd here. O may the. great Shepherd stablish, 
strengthen, settle them; and, according to your prayers, keep them 
as the apple of His eye, for, with little earthly help, they are all in 
the fire of temptation. Frequently they confess to me with tears, 
how the enemy has prevailed over them. They say, Misses, me 
willing, from the bottom of my heart, to keep the commandments, 
but me no able. Rebecca, speaking of herself, said, ‘ Misses, when 
I was baptized, (now many years ago,) I had no more feeling in me, 
than that door; but sometime after, when I began to consider, and 
understand that I must keep these commandments, then I thought it 
hard that I could no longer sell my provisions; and I determined to 
go down once more to the Sunday market, at Black River. Sol 
went; but, Misses, when I sat down with my basket before me, in 
the midst of the confusion, I thought my heart would have broken. 
I saw the people going to church. I cursed myself. I could neither 
eat nor drink, only lament. ‘Then I prayed to the Lord: Do, my 
Lord, take me before you ever let me come here again. Do keep 
me where I shall never again break your commandments.’ She told 
me all this with much action of grief and lamentation, and asked me, 
if I thought the Lord would pardon her, 

‘** Poor old Flora also was with me. Her heart the Lord was 
pleased to open, under your ministry, to inquire, what shall I do to 
be sayed? Her gratitude for the knowledge imparted to her, is great. 
She is a poor African, and her conversion is quite the work of the 
Lord, for she cannot understand much English. Betsey Rickets, and 
her own daughter interpret to her what she does not comprehend. 
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Through their persuasion, she was first led to attend your ministry, 
and the first hearing was blessed. Your text was Luke 15, 4—7,' 
and truly it was brought to pass in this poor lost one; for joy was 
that day in heaven, over arepenting sinner. O Sir, had you beheld 
her as she conversed with me, after your preaching, it would have 
animated your future labour of love. You have desired me to men- 
tion what I know concerning her, and therefore, in writing to you, 
even at this painful moment, it occurred to me, perhaps more parti- 
cularly as being connected with the subject of our lamentations. It 
has pleased the Lord to remove the desire of our hearts with a stroke, 
and shall we murmur’! no, rather let us rejoice in hope for these our 
Brethren and our Sister who are so soon admitted to glory, and de- 
pend in faith on our Lord, that He will send forth other labourers to 
supply the place of those called home.’ 

** This is certainly a very unhealthy year, more so than any since 
the year 1794; the troops have for a considerable time been dying at 
the average of five per ddy; some regiments having already lost about 
one fourth of their number. 

‘* Pray for us, that our faith and courage may be strengthened 
under these accumulated trials, and that we may be enabled both to 
do and to suffer the will of God. 

** J remain your affectionate Brother, JOHN ELLIS.” 


From Brother James Licurt. 


**Irwin, Sefitember 7, 1825. 

* Dear BrotHER—In the printed statement of the subscribers to 
our West India Missions, which you sent me in your last parcel, I 
saw with pleasure the names of some of the proprietors of estates in 
Jamaica, which seems to us an encouraging proof, that the instruc- 
tion of their negroes in the Christian religion is an object which lies 
near their hearts. 

‘** The Gospel, by the mercy of God and the power of His Spirit, 
is not preached in vain, even in this part of the Island. It is indeed 
true, that we cannot number thousands, who hear and believe; we are 
glad of a few hundred, and more may be reserved for other servants 
of the Lord. But among those who are given to us, there are a 
few steady characters, who appear to be growing in the grace of 
God, and in deeper knowledge of themselves, and their continual 
need of a Saviour, and I may add, that when our little flock assem- 
bles to commemorate the dying love of the Lord, and, in the enjoy- 
ment of the Holy Sacrament, to be anew assured of their interest in 
His merits and atonement, as well as when we have our monthly 
prayer-days and other meetings, we enjoy many a season of refresh- 
ment from the presence of the Lord. Thus we are enabled to rejoice, 
and believe, that among these poor people there are many adopted 
children of our Heavenly Father. These and other tokens for good, 
support us during the day of small things. The auditory at Irwin, 
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though comparatively small, yet, in our estimation, is considerable, 
when we see our hall crowded: it contains about a hundred persons, 
and we think that if we had a larger place, the number of our hearers 
would increase. 

‘* During the ten years of my residence here, I have baptized on 
the estates of Messrs. Hall and Lawrence, 140 adults, and 182 chil- 
dren; and received 63 baptized by others, into church fellowship. 
Our worthy friends have uniformly exerted themselves to advance 
the best interests of their negroes, and they have expressed their 
readiness, if a chapel could be built on their premises, to give some 
land for the establishing of a regular Missionary settlement, and on 
a spot where there might be convenience for both their and other 
hegroes to attend the preaching of the Gospel. For the attainment 
of this desirable object I hope means will be found, through the 
generosity of our friends and benefactors. As to the finances of our 
church being inadequate to the task of enlarging the sphere of our 
labours, it is certainly best to see our way before us, and to calculate, 
when we begin to build, whether we shall be able to finish. But as 
we are to live by faith, to walk by faith, to preach in faith, pardon 
me, if I add, may we not build in faith? And let me ask, when were 
the finances of the church sufficient to meet the annual expenditure ? 
Have not the Brethren been uniformly necessitated to use faith, te 
enable them to surmount difficulties and overcome obstacles of dif- 
ferent kinds, that would otherwise long ago have blocked up their 
way? By these remarks, I only wish to encourage myself and my 
Brethren confidently to rely on Him, whose we are, and whom we 
desire to serve. Our dear Christian friends and fellow-travellers on 
the same path, who wish to see the walls of Jerusalem built, and the 
waste places repaired, have, through a divine impulse, willingly and 
cheerfully come forward to our assistance; insomuch, that at the 
close of 182S our missions were no longer in debt, and shall we 
doubt for the future? No; as long as the Brethren’s Church may be 
called a living Church of Christ, and in her pale, Brethren and Sis- 
ters are found, who count not their lives dear, so that they may win 
souls for Christ, and who are enabled in their missionary labours to 
possess their souls in patience, so long may we be sure that the Lord 
will continue to influence the hearts of His children to contribute to 
their assistance, by advancing the means necessary to carry on the 
good work begun here and elsewhere.” 

(Brother Light then repeats the painful account given in the letter 
of Brother Ellis, as above inserted, and adds, that both Brother 
Becker and his wife, at New Eden, are in a very declining state of 
health. He also mentions the death of his own infant son, of six 
months old. ] 

** The congregation at Irwin consists of 118 persons; of whom 40 
are communicants, 19 candidates, and 59 baptized adults, not yet 
communicants; to these may be added 32 baptized children under 
twelve years of age:—in all 150. At Musquito Cove estate in 
Hanover-parish, twenty miles off, which I visit every six weeks, 
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there are 26 adults and 14 children, baptized at the special request 
of the proprietor. 

“* Commending ourselves and our little flock to your kind remem- 
brance and prayers, I remain, JAMES LIGHT.” 


ST. KITTS. 


Extract of a letter from Brother S. Wricur. 


‘* Betuespa, July 26, 1825. 

‘““My Dear BrotHeR—I have to-day a very painful duty to 
discharge, and I am convinced that you will sympathize in the 
distress which is felt by our whole Missionary family, when you are 
informed, that it has pleased our Saviour to call home, in a rather 
unexpected manner, our beloved Brother, W. F. Sautter, after a 
few days illness. In him we have lost a friend, I may indeed say a 
father, and the Mission in this island, a most faithful and experienced 
labourer.” The Lord who has seen fit to deprive us of his valuable 
services, can alone comfort and support us, under this severe trial. 

“ For several months past, our dear late Brother had suffered from 
indisposition; indeed his health has been in a rather precarious state, 
ever since he arrived in the island; but till Monday the 18th inst. 
he was able to attend tq all his accustomed duties, which he per- 
formed with great faithfulness. On the 17th he held several meet- 
ings, and appeared unusually animated in addressing the negroes, 
The day following, I had the pleasure to see him, and to spend 
several hours in profitable conversation with him, on the state of our 
congregation at Bethesda. He was then suffering from a bowel 
complaint, but did not apprehend any danger’ In the course of 
Tuesday, however, several symptoms of an alarming nature showed 
themselves, and medical aid was immediately called in. At first the 
medicine given seemed to produce the desired effect, but the un- 
favourable symptoms returning, the patient grew hourly worse. The 
physician, Dr. Hall, was very faithful in his attendance, and remain- 
ed till Wednesday morning, when our beloved Governor Maxwell, 
hearing of Brother Sautter’s illness, was so kind as to send his own 
physician, to assist with his advice. Brother Johansen and myself 
were sent for during the preceding night, and on our arrival were 
distressed to find, that the hope of recovery was extremely slight. 
An apparent change for the better, indeed, took place on Wednes- 
day evening; but by Thursday morning, it became evident, that the 
time of our dear Brother’s departure was near at hand. During the 
last twenty-four hours, he remained nearly in the same state, rest- 
less in body, but composed in mind, and perfectly sensible and col- 
lected till the last moment. In the midst of much pain, he evinced 
the greatest patience, and a complete resignation to our Saviour’s 
will. His unshaken faith and confidence in Christ, as his Redeemer, 
made a deep impression on all present, including the medical attep- 
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dants; and the edifying expressions which fell from his lips, will, I 
believe, not soon be forgotten by those who heard them. For 
several months before he was seized with the fatal disorder, he 
seemed to have a kind of presentiment, that he should not remain 
much longer here below. In a recent conversation with his wife, he 
observed, ‘I have yet much work to do, and my time is short.’ 
And truly his labours were abundant; so that we were all surprised 
at what he was able to effect, during the short period of his active 
service among us. He seemed to have no rest, till he had brought 
into order every thing connected with the management of this Mis- 
sion. The Lord blessed his activity, and we trust has now granted 
him, through grace, an entrance into that rest, that remaineth for 
the people of God. I can assure you that his deportment while in 
health, his edifying behaviour during sickness, and the circum- 
stances attending his happy dissolution, have made an impression on 
my mind, which will not be easily effaced. Our late dear Brother 
Sautter, had laboured for twenty-three years in the West Indies, and 
was within two days of attaining the age of fifty years. 

‘*T need not ask you to remember us in your prayers, at the 
throne of grace, particularly as we are now again left alone at 
Bethesda, by the return of Brother Johansen, to Basseterre. May 
you be enabled to send us speedy assistance. Your affectionate 
Brother, S. WRIGHT.” 


From Brother Joun JoHANSEN. 


‘* BassETERRE, Sefttember, 1825. 

** DEAR BRoTHER—Your very affectionate and interesting letter, 
of June 18th, addressed to Brother Sautter, arrived four days after 
his happy departure. We are still grieving over the severe loss, 
which this Mission has sustained by his unexpected removal; for our 
late Brother was a true child of God, and a faithful and experienced 
Missionary. May the Lord in mercy continue to raise up servants, 
after His own heart, to enter into the labours of those whom he calls 
from time to time into eternal rest. 

‘** Having been commissioned to supply the place of our dear 
Brother Sautter, till we receive further directions from home, I 
removed hither from Bethesda, about a month ago. On the 3d of 
August, I waited on his Excellency, the Governor, and took the op- 
portunity of presenting to him the copies of our Periodical Accounts, 
and of the Reports of the London Association, in aid of the Brethren’s 
Missions, which you had sent for that purpose. He received them 
in the most condescending manner, and conversed with me for above 
half an hour, on various subjects relating to our Missionary work, 
adding the most friendly assurances of his good will, and the interest 
which he felt in our success. I did not forget to express our grati- 
tude for his kind attentions to dear Brother Sautter during his illness. 
May the Lord richly bless and reward him. Brother Wright has, 
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in like manner, presented the publications you sent, to the President 
of the Island, Mr. Wilson, by whom they were kindly accepted. 
This gentleman is a true friend, and frequently attends our church at 
Bethesda, with his family. On the 14th of August, Sister Wright 
was safely delivered of a daughter: and both mother and child are 
doing well. 

‘* The eight months, which we had spent at Bethesda, passed 
very agreeably; and we felt quite at home with that congregation, 
when the departure of Brother Sautter recalled us to Basseterre, to 
resume a service, in which we had already spent fourteen happy 
years. The congregation here continues to increase; the meetings 
are well attended; and an earnest desire is manifested by many to 
become partakers of the salvation which is by Christ Jesus. Yet 
we are not without our trials; and circumstances from time to time 
occur, which prove that also in this promising field the enemy con- 
trives to sow tares among the wheat. When the peculiar circum- 
stances of the negroes, and the natural weakness of their character, 
are considered, it will not excite surprise, that more instances of un- 
faithfulness.occur among them than in our congregations at the Cape, 
in Greenland, Labrador, &c. where the members composing them 
enjoy the advantage of continual inspection, and the benefit of a 
Christian example. We must exercise patience towards these poor 
people, remembering how the Lord bears with us. Of the generality 
of our congregation, we can say, that they walk worthy of their 
heavenly calling. 

** At our last communion, on August 14th, fourteen persons were 
confirmed, and partook for the first time; eighteen were appointed 
for confirmation, and eighteen became candidates. On our prayer- 
day, last Sunday, two adults were baptized, twenty-three received 
into the congregation, four re-admitted, and thirty-five became can- 
didates for baptism. 

‘* The congregation at Bethesda also increases in number and in 
grace. Last Sunday, about forty persons were admitted to various 
privileges in the church. 

‘* The Sunday School here, at Basseterre, continues to be well 
attended. Brother and Sister Scholefield and Sister Sautter are well, 
and beg to be affectionately remembered to you. The latter bears 
her severe loss with truly Christian resignation, Next year, she 
will leave us for America, where her children and family reside. 

‘** Requesting an interest in your prayers for ourselves and the 
work committed to us, I am, &c. JOHN JOHANSEN.” 


BARBADOES. 


From Brother S. BRUNNER. 


** SHaron, August 25, 1825. 
**My Dear BrotueR—Your kind letter of June 18th, afforded us 
great pleasure and encouragement. It was a real cordial to my 
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heart, in the midst of many trying and difficult circumstances, con- 
nected with our present situation, to be assured of the affectionate 
participation of our dear Brethren and friends, in the work committed 
to us in this Island, hitherto not the most fruitful part of the Lord’s 
vineyard, and to be informed of their active zeal to promote the 
Spiritual improvement of the negroes. It is our earnest desire, that 
we may be enabled to lead many souls to the enjoyment of that 
great salvation, which our Saviour has procured for sinners, by His 
sufferings and death upon the cross. We entreat therefore an in- 
terest in your prayers, and in the prayers of all who wish well to 
our missionary cause, that we may approve ourselves as the faithful 
servants of the Lord Jesus, proceeding in that simple path which 
He has pointed out unto His followers, and endeavouring, as much as 
lieth in us, to live at peace with all men. 

** You have been already informed of the arrival of Brother Lich- 
tenthaler and his wife, to assist in the service of this Mission, and 
likewise, in all probability, of the precarious state of his health during 
the last four months. Indeed, he has been too unwell to render me 
any assistance in the services at the chapel. This circumstance has 
caused me much anxiety, and I have often and earnestly besought 
the Lord, to counsel me according to His will, and grant me His 
divine assistance, that I] may be preserved from doing any thing that 
might tend to the prejudice of His cause. My embarrassment was 
increased, by the urgent call made upon us, from time to time, by 
our worthy friend Mr. Haynes, for the promised supply of the new 
Missionary station at Mount Chance. In July, Brother Lichten- 
thaler’s health appeared to improve, and we made the necessary 
arrangements for his removal to that place, though it was evident, 
that for some time, his usefulness would be considerably restricted. 
They accordingly went thither on the first of August, and were re- 
ceived in the kindest and most hospitable manner, by our worthy 
friends Mr. and Mrs. Haynes. I am truly concerned, however, to 
add, that our hopes of a gradual amendment in his health have been 
disappointed. On the contrary, he appears to grow more and moré 
feeble. All the means hitherto employed for his restoration have 
failed, and his medical attendants give very little hope of his re- 
covery. Under these circumstances you may easily suppose that our 
exertions are very much confined, and that, till we receive assistance, 
we shall not be able to perform the work, for which opportunity is 
now afforded us. 

“‘ Since the crop has been harvested, we have had the joy to see 
our evening meetings uncommonly well attended, notwithstanding 
the distance of several estates on which our people reside. Having 
been accustomed in my service in Antigua, to see a considerable 
number of children frequent both the church and school, and to hold 
particular meetings for them, I was anxious that these regulations 
should be better observed at Sharon. I therefore availed myself of 
the opportunity afforded by the last speaking with the individuals of 


our small congregation, to encourage those parents whose children 
VoL. 1. 34 
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are still under their care, to bring or send them to church, promising 
to address them every Sunday afternoon. This had the desired 
effect. The very next Sunday, August 7th, above twenty children, 
cleanly dressed, came.to church, and in general showed great atten- 
tion. The following week the number increased to twenty-nine, and 
on the third Sunday, it amounted to forty. All this I look upon as 
a token for good, and pray the Lord, to bless our feeble endeavours 
to be useful to these little ones. 

‘* We have hitherto met with no hindrance in the prosecution of 
our great object—the instruction of the negroes; on the contrary, 
several places have been offered to me, where I may make known 
the glad tidings of salvation, but at present I find it impossible to 
visit them. Difficulties enough, indeed, exist in the very structure 
of society, and the usages which prevail among the negroes in these 
islands. Among these I may specify the Sunday markets, and the 
dancing and revelry, in which too many are engaged from Saturday 
evening to Sunday night, and which preclude attention to more 
serious concerns. Here the Missionary stands in especial need of 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that he may fulfil the aim of His 
important and blessed calling. 

** On the subject of schools, I have yet to state the following: — 
We are very anxious, as soon as possible, to begin a Sunday school, 
both here and at Mount Chance; and as soon as we obtain assistance, 
we shall do our utmost to make the necessary arrangements for this 
purpose. Meanwhile, we are engaged, some part of every day, in 
giving instruction to the children of our servant Sarah, who is a 
member of the congregation. The two eldest of them, a girl sixteen 
years old, and a boy about fourteen, have made some progress in 
spelling and reading, and will probably be able, ere long, to assist 
in a Sunday school. We should therefore be extremely obliged to 
you, to procure for us about two hundred copies of quite simple 
spelling-books, some New Testaments, and a few Bibles. We hope, 
in process of time, to be able to convince you, that such a gift would 
not be bestowed in vain. 

‘* With the exception of Brother Lichtenthaler, we continue, 
thank God, to enjoy good health. Pray for us, and for the work 
committed tous. I am ever your affectionate Brother, 

SAMUEL BRUNNER.” 


VARIOUS ACCOUNTS. 


DANISH WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 

Several letters received from the Brethren Bonhof, Hohe, and 
Brunner, dated on the 22d, 26th, and 27th of July, and 4th of 
August, inform us how graciously the Lord has preserved our mis- 
sionary settlements in the Danish Islands, during a tremendous hur- 
ricane raging in the night between the 26th and 27th of July. On 
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the evening of the 26th, the violence of the gale increasing, obliged 
the Brethren at Newherrnhut in St. Thomas, to secure their door 
and window shutters by means of ropes, which precaution was also 
taken at other places. On the east side of the building, the water 
gushed plentifully through the shingles and boards into their dwell- 
ings, and several spouts of the church and houses were thrown down 
by the wind. At Niesky, the gardens, and several negro houses, 
have suffered considerably. Emmaus and Bethany, in St. Jan, have 
been preserved from any particular damage. The gale has been 
more severely felt at St. Croix. Several vessels foundered, and 
others were greatly damaged. Of our three settlements, Friedens- 
feld has suffered most: all the fences and spouts were thrown down, 
the strongest trees torn up by the roots, the roofs much injured, and 
many negro houses reduced to ruin. 


SURINAM. 

Brother Génth mentions in a letter, dated July 29th, that since 
the beginning of the year, seventy-nine adults and children had been 
added to the Christian church by holy baptism at Paramaribo. The 
Missionaries were well, and had received an invitation to take the 
spiritual charge of the negroes on an estate called Vlaarding. 

In a late diary of this mission, the following circumstance is re- 
lated, as illustrative of the abject and deplorable superstition, still 
prevalent among the negroes. A young negro of the Aukan tribe, 
who inhabit the woods in the vicinity of the river Merawine, and 
bring wood for sale to Paramaribo, had recently purchased of one of 
his countrymen an Obeah, or charm against every kind of danger 
and accident, which consisted of a small piece of iron. Desirous to 
prove the efficacy of this superstitious appendage, he requested 
another negro of his acquaintance, to hang the Obeah about his 
neck, and permit him to fire at him with a loaded musket, adding 
the assurance, that no harm could possibly ensue, as the gun would 
either miss fire or burst. His friend, however, seemed to have no 
mind for the experiment, and proposed to substitute a piece of wood, 
to which the Obeah might be attached with equal facility, and 
which would enjoy, in like manner, its protecting power. To this 
sensible proposal the deluded man was unwilling to accede, and after 
some further discussion, he offered to abide the result of a shot, 
directed against himself. His countryman objected to this also, but 
was at length over-persuaded, and they repaired together to an 
appointed place. The Obeah man having taken his station, the 
other fired, using, however, the precaution, to hold the gun as far as 
possible from his body, lest he should himself be injured by the burst- 
ing of the weapon. The aim was but too well directed; for the 
victim of superstition instantly fell senseless to the ground. In a 
short time the wounded man came to himself, (the gun having been 
loaded merely with small shot,) and entreated the magistrate that 
his companion might not be punished for the act he had committed, 
since it had been alone through his earnest entreaties that he had 
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been prevailed on to make the fatal experiment. A few days after, 
the unfortunate negro breathed his last in the hospital. 

The following particulars are extracted from a report made by the 
Missionary, Brother Buck, of a visit to several plantations in the 
neighbourhood of Paramaribo. 

**On my arrival at Molhoop, I waited on the manager of the 
estate, and requested that notice might be given to the negroes, to 
attend divine service at 10 o’clock. This was readily complied 
with; and, at the time appointed, the negroes assembled, the mana- 
ger and his wife, and several other white people being also present. 
After singing and prayer, a discourse was delivered from Rom. x. 
8—14, during which the utmost attention and seriousness prevailed. 
On the following day, various portions of Scripture were read and 
explained, particularly such as proclaim the love of God our Saviour 
to the human race. At the same time the negroes were encouraged 
to communicate freely their thoughts upon what they had heard, and 
to make any disclosures that they wished concerning the state of 
their own hearts. In consequence of this invitation, we were visited 
by thirteen negroes, most of whom expressed themselves very un- 
reservedly, and gave us hopes, that the Spirit of God had begun a 
good work in their hearts. At the close of the second meeting, the 
negroes were informed, that a teacher from Paramaribo would occa- 
sionally visit them, to instruct them in the way of salvation; that 
this was agreeable to the wish of their proprietor, and that it was 
their duty and privilege thankfully to avail themselves of the means 
of grace afforded them. They were likewise told, that an oppor- 
tunity would be given to any, who were so disposed, to receive a 
further word of admonition. Hereupon, a considerable number of 
negroes assembled the same evening, to whom the Missionary read 
the two first chapters of the first Epistle of St. Peter, explaining, 
from this portion of Scripture, what was required of those who are 
believers in Jesus, and how even the weakest, and the most depraved 
by nature may, through divine grace, be enabled to copy the pattern, 
and follow the steps, of Jesus our divine Master, The meeting was 
concluded with fervent prayer, in which we thanked the Lord for 
the commencement of His work of grace among these poor people, 
and implored Him to carry it on, by the operation of His Holy Spirit, 
for His own glory, and their eternal welfare. At the conclusion of 
the service, the manager, who had been present, observed, ‘* What 
you have read and explained of the duty of servants towards their 
masters, was excellent and appropriate,” to which the reply was 
made, ‘‘ that if all men were truly converted to God, and obeyed His 
word, as so many professed to do, none would have any occasion to 
complain of the conduct of his neighbour.” 

Similar visits were afterwards paid to the plantations of Klynhoop 
and Fairfield. 
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s 
Correspondence between BapMA and Sopnom. (Continued from pr, 
ie 226.) 
e 
From Sopnom to BapMa, 
1e “ 
“ ** 23d of the Dragon Month, 1821. 


d ‘* My DEAR FRIEND—Your soothing and very acceptable words, 
5 of the 18th of October, reflecting your sentiments, like a clear 


4 miror, reached my hands on the 15th of the Tiger month. Thereby, 
* the eyes of my understanding were opened, and the uneasiness of my 
i heart appeased. Yea, I now believe with all my heart, and confess, 
= that Jesus Christ is the true and living God; for He hath revealed 
-— Himself even to a miserable creature like me, and delivered me 
A from the errors in which I was involved. O that I might be more 
os and more confirmed in the faith, through His grace and blessing. 

of ‘* ] have found the words of Jesus plainly fulfilled, in the circum- 
“a stances of our own family. For of five brothers of whom it consists, 
= only Djimba and myself are united in the faith of Christ. The 
| . others are averse to share our enjoyments, and have separated 


~ altogether from us. In truth, I see very few among our people who 
are favourably disposed towards us. For although Prince Serbed- 


a- : : ‘ : : ; 
on ti shab has hitherto laid no direct impediment in the way of the Gos- 
on 4 pel, yet we are informed, that he is secretly much opposed to it. 
on i But this hatred has our Lord Jesus for its object, yet more than our- 
ns selves; He is still with us, and to Him we make our supplications, 
with hope and confidence, that He will not leave us orphans, but 
_ 7 : : - 
of abide with us, and preserve us from all evil. Whoever possesses 
the assurance that he is a partaker of the blessings procured on Gol- 
ad : RES : ; 
' gotha for sinners, has received it from our Lord Jesus Himself; this 
= is through grace our portion, and we desire to remain possessed of 


ed this blessed treasure. 
‘* Our dear friend Schill makes increasing progress in the Cal- 


mn, 
sa » muck language, and becomes more and more a comfort and en- 
ie couragement to us, by his instructions in the important truths of the 
Gospel. We beg you to express to our teacher Mr. Schmidt, ou 

le pel e beg y P ' acher c ,» our 
ry best wishes for his health and happiness. Your constant and affec- 
“of tionate friend, SODNOM.” 
hat 
eir From Bapma to Sopnom. 
fis To My DEAR FRIEND Sopnom, now the Servant of Christ. 
to \ ‘* Sr. PETERSBURG, October 1, 1821. 

‘* ] wRITE these lines with a heart full of true affection, for we 
op are taught by the words of our Lord, ‘‘ love each other,” to feel a 


mutual interest in each other’s welfare. Your last letter of the 22d 
of the Dragon month, was not unexpected by me: I received it 
through the hands of our beloved teacher Jacob Iwanowitsch Schmidt, 
with a countenance glowing with love. The information, that you 
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and your brother Djimba had continued firm in the faith, in spite of 
all the opposition of the prince and the people, and the persecution 
which they had begun to raise, rejoiced my heart. The words of 
our Lord, ‘ blessed are they who suffer for righteousness’ sake,’ can- 
not remain unfulfilled: I therefore consider you among the number of 
those who have chosen the good part. The circumstances which 
have occurred among your people, have also taken place among 
ours; many have begun to question the truth of their old system of 
superstition, and several have attained to the knowledge of the truth, 
and received holy baptism. Among the latter are Saisang Nomtu, 
and other persons of consideration among our people. Taischi 
Dingbil* and others of our great men, have likewise resolved to be 
baptized. May these pleasant tidings rejoice your heart. The 
opponents of this good work, are our Lama and the Gellongs. 
These enemies of the truth have long endeavoured to procure for 
their Shakshamunish system, of which they themselves are ignorant, 
respect and permanency; they sounded in the ears of the people the 
absurd doctrines they profess, and distributed plentifully among 
them the images of their unclean patron spirits, and their amulets. 
Hiding themselves from the awful glory of the living word of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, they resorted to the powers of darkness and 
superstition, for the purpose of ensnaring others. Yet some have 
been constrained to acknowledge the uneasiness of their hearts. 

** With the Princes Erdeni Taischi and Bater Uwaschi, the 
Saisang Manacky, and others, including a Gellong, who have resided 
here for a year past, I have frequently had communication. Two of 
them are dead, and the others have lately returned home. The 
two princes, whose minds seem to wander in thick darkness, have 
hardened their hearts against the truth. According to their opinions, 
the whole material world is subject to perpetual annihilation. 
Earthly happiness they imagine to be found in the six mystic words, 
Om, Ma, Ni, Bad, Me, Chum;t——the use of the rosary to lead in- 
fallibly to heaven, with the help of daily processions and adorations, 
which they perform in honour to the Burchan Abida. I conversed 
indeed with them, concerning the foundation of their religion, but 
every one kept his own opinion, and the discussion soon ended:— 
in other respects, they behaved to me im a friendly manner. All 
conversations with such as have determined to close their hearts and 
ears against the truth, must be fruitless: O may I never be polluted 


* Prince of the Eleven Tribes of the Chorin-Burats. 

+ In the repetition of these six words, the religious exercises of the Cal- 
mucks almost entirely consist:—and, to facilitate the performance of them, 
they make use of a barrel, on which the sacred formulary is inscribed, and 
which is turned either by the hand or by diminutive wind-mills. By this 
means some devotees have been enabled to perform 20,000 repetitions of 
the above form in one day. The meaning of these singular monosyllables is 
not understood by the Calmucks themselves;—they appear to have been 
derived, as well as the characters which represent them, from India, the cradle 
of their religion. Editor. 
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by the poison of their insinuations and objections! You and Djimba, 
and all those of your company, who read the word of God, have 
already become acquainted with much of its precious contents;—but 
my wish and prayer is, that you may be enabled fully to comprehend 
and receive into your hearts the important truths, which you will 
find revealed in the remaining portions of the New Testament, 
translated by our teacher, Mr. Schmidt. This translation is carried 
on by him, with the utmost zeal for the eternal welfare of our nation, 
and we hope soon to witness its completion. 

‘« Therefore rejoice and fear not. For when you have attained 
this true knowledge, and your soul has been purified thereby, then 
may you become partaker of the outward bath of holy baptism. 
From this external rite, 1 am indeed still debarred, but I am not on 
that account troubled in spirit; for I know, that the time appointed 
for me by my Lord and Saviour will arrive, as certainly as that 
which He has determined for you. I am thankful to hear, that you 
and all your company have been conveyed in safety to the congrega- 
tion at Sarepta, which is grounded on Christ Jesus, and that you 
have obtained a shelter upon their own land. Fear not, therefore, 
little flock! the Lord bless thee and make thee fruitful: thou wilt 
never be put to shame. I have heard that your dear teacher (Schill) 
remains with you, to care for the vessel of your faith: may he who 
has taught you the way of God, be himself owned and confessed by 
Him. 

** Watch continually. I will also watch and pray. You know 
not what may still await you, and I as little what may be my lot. 
May the word of our Lord Jesus Christ be but fulfilled in us. Do 
you, my friend, and companion of all my friends, write to me fre- 
quently. 1 promise you todo the same. In the name of God, and 
with fervent brotherly love, I salute you, praying that the cross of 
our Lord Jesus may be our abiding portion, and am your fellow 
traveller, BADMA.” 


Sopnom to BapMA. 


‘© To MY DEAR FRIEND BapMa, who has been brought to the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


** Your words addressed to me from the abundance of a heart 
enlightened by divine truth, I received on the 15th of the Cow month 
(October) with the most lively emotions of pleasure, and they afford- 
ed counsel and encouragement to my heart. I was especially pleased 
to read your account of our friend and Brother Nomtu. 

‘“* Though I feel myself very mean and unworthy, I cannot but 
relate to you something concerning the goodness and mercy of the 
Lord, displayed to me during the year past. Last summer, I have 
seen and experienced that none is able to hurt him that walks before 
the Lord in uprightness, and depends, with lively faith, upon His 
gracious assistance. 

‘** Prince Serbedshab, and many others, were incensed against me, 
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and circulated the most cruel and violent accusations and menaces; 
but no.man was able to do me harm; for I remained steadfast in 
prayer as well as I could. On our way hither, we met with many 
evil, unprincipled, and thievish men, of various tribes and nations, 
who had heard of the late occurrences; yet we were safely conducted 
through the midst of them to the neighbourhood of Sarepta, where 
we now reside, with thankful and cheerful hearts. 

** My own family, and that of my brother, amount to nine persons: 
to these are now added two brothers, with their families, subjects of 
Erdeni Taischi, who about three months ago united themselves to 
our company, believing in the name of the Lord Jesus. Prince Ser- 
bedshab understands well how to make himself feared by his sub- 
jects; and this is the reason, I think, why many who have come to 
reflection are deterred from joining us. In other hordes, where this 
is not the case, I hope there will be a large number of such as are 
concerned for their souls’ welfare. On our way hither, our dear 
Schill and myself paid a visit to a prince, with whom we had some 
agreeable conversation on the subject of religion. Truly I am like 
a thorn in the eye, to our Calmuck nation. Nevertheless, if our 
Saviour thinks fit to make me a witness of His truth among them, 
why should I fear? With prayer I await the time, when those who 
have hitherto been enveloped in the thickest shades of darkness and 
blindness may be brought to see the true light, and thereby obtain 
deliverance and happiness. 

‘* T remain ever, in the bonds of love which unite us through the 
atonement of our Lord and Saviour, your friend, 

‘* Wolga Island, December 28, 1821. SODNOM.” 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 


1. Brother John Frederick Gorke and his wife, the former having 
served forty-three, and the latter thirty-three years in the mission in 
Greenland with much faithfulness, have retired from their labours, 
and taken their abode in Herrnhut. 

2. Brother Jacob Schick and his wife had intended to set sail from 
London for St. Kitts, the 30th November last. 

The Brethren John Lemmerz and Christian Gabriel Sonderman 
with their wives, sailed from London, November 10th, for South 
Africa, on board the Luna, Captain Knox; and Brother and Sister 
Plaettner left Cuxhaven for St. Thomas, November 16th. 

3. The following Brethren and Sisters have recently been called 
to serve our mission: Brother George R. Timaeus and wife for Ja- 
maica; Brother Christian Lewis Teutsch and wife for South Africa; 
the single Brother Henry G. Pfeiffer for Jamaica; the single Brother 
Charles A. Ulbricht, and the single Sister Maria Louisa Klein- 
schmidt for Greenland; the single Brother John David Seiz for 











































































MISCELLANEOUS MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 275 


Barbadoes; the single Brother John G. Zippel for Antigua; the single 
Brother John Klingenberg for the Danish West India Islands; the 
single Sister Elizabeth Gieser for Barbadoes, and Maria Sabina 
Grotevendt for Antigua. ' 

4. The missionaries in Paramaribo have been deprived of the 
valuable services of Sister Johanna Buck, who happily departed this 
life, September 24th, in the fortieth year of her age. 

5. In Fulneck (England) departed this life, December 9th, the 
widow Sarah Susan Zander, aged eighty-five years; she had formerly 
served with her husband in the mission in Jamaica. 





GREENLAND. 

RECENT letters from Brother Kleinschmidt at the new settlement, 
Fredericksthal, give the following information: the congregation 
consisted at the close of October 1825, of 144 baptized, and 112 
unbaptized, together 256 persons. The gracious presence of the 
Saviour, experienced in the meetings, greatly encouraged the mis- 
sionaries under the difficulties of their situation. The Greenlanders 
continued to be successful in providing for their support, and were 
grateful for the abundance of seals, which they were enabled to catch 
during the summer. From the middle of June to the middle of 
August they were quite surrounded with ice. The building of the 
foundation-wall for the missionary house was connected with great 
trouble. In front it measures more than four feet in thickness and 
almost as much in height, on the opposite side it is level with the 
ground. Some of the stones in the same required sixteen men to 
carry them. September 5th the brethren safely arrived with the 


‘last boat load of timber from Nenortelik. The passage thither is 


very dangerous in some places, owing to a very strong current, and 
frightful precipices, without any possibility vf laying by with a boat. 
September the 7th the raising of the European dwelling house was 
commenced, and by the 11th of October the roof was nearly com- 
pleted, and the missionaries expected to be able before the winter to 
inhabit one or two apartments, when it would be possible to convert 
the whole of the Greenland house to a meeting hall. The new 
garden yielded very abundantly. More families from the heathen 
arrived, so that it was calculated, that during the winter about three 
hundred would live in the neighbourhood. The missionaries on that 
station commend themselves to the prayers of all our congregations 
and friends. 


CHEROKEES. 


Brotuer Gambold, in Oochgelogy, writes in a letter to Brother 
Benade in Salem, N. C. dated January 9th, that the new meeting 
hall on that station, having previously been properly prepared, was 
consecrated in the usual manner, December 25th, with fervent 
VOL. 11, 35 
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prayer to the Lord. Owing to circumstances, not so many persons 
were present on this occasion, as the evening before, at the com- 
memoration of the Saviour’s nativity, when the place was almost 
filled with attentive hearers. On the last day of the year they 
celebrated the Lord’s Supper; and January 9th the school was in a 
solemn manner opened with seven girls in the new school-house; 
three of them live in Brother Gambold’s family and four in the im- 
mediate vicinity. No boys have as yet desired admission. Brother 
Proske has the charge of the school for the present. Brother Gam- 
bold desires all brethren and sisters to pray to the Lord for His 
blessing upon this institution. 


NEW FAIRFIELD, UPPER CANADA. 

Letters from Brother Haman make mention, that the govern- 
ment of Canada had made the first payment to our mission of a sum, 
designed as a remuneration for the loss sustained in the year 1815, 
in consequence whereof it was found practicable to undertake the 
building of a new church, a measure of great necessity. With re- 
ference to the internal state of the congregation, Brother Haman 
observes, that joy and sorrow alternate. The Christmas festival 
was disturbed by the disorderly and sinful proceedings of some of the 
inhabitants, but on New Year’s day it was on the contrary very 
gratifying, to receive again into fellowship a married sister, who for 
years had persisted in her sinful course, but had recently made re- 
peated declarations of her penitence and sorrow. The winter in 
those parts had been severe, accompanied with much snow, so that 
the thermometer several times stood at 10 degrees below 0; but such 
severe cold did not continue any length of time. Brother, and Sister 
Haman were tolerably well and active, but very desirous for the re- 
turn of their dear fellow-labourers. 





The following donations to the United Brethren’s missions, received 
in the year 1825, have come to our knowledge, and are hereby 
mentioned with much gratitude, viz: 


From the ‘‘ Society for propagating the Gospel among the 


Heathen, - ~ - . - - - $100 00 
Female Missionary Society at Litiz, - - - 60 50 
Do. do do. Bethlehem - - 150 00 

A Lady, by the Minister of the Brethren’s Church at 
Philadelphia, - - - - - - 10 00 

A Lady, by the Minister of the Brethren’s Church at 
New York, - - - - - . 20 00 
William D. Maltbie, Esq. - : - - 1 00 
A Lady, - - - - - - - - 9 00 
Mrs. Tracy, Hartford, Connecticut, collected by her, 2 00 
Rev. Mr. Smith, Middlebury, Vermom, - - 2 00 
Rev. Mr. Dewitt, Fishkill, - - - - 2 00 














y 


)0 
10 
)0 


0 


D0 
00 
00 
00 
00 





MISSIONARY ESTABLISHMENTS. 275 


From Eldad Holmes, Esq. New York, - . - 3 00 
A stranger in New York, - - . - 5 00 
S. V. S. Wilder, Esq, Boston, Massachusetts, - 50 00 
A Lady, - - - - - - - 20 00 


An Enumeration of all the Misstonary ESTABLISHMENTS of the 
United Brethren’s Church, together with the names of all the 
Missionaries serving on the several stations, at the end of the year 
1825.* 

I. In GREENLAND, (begun 1733. 
ew Herrnhut...Brother Lehman and wife, and the single Brethren 
Albert and Tietzen. 


Lichtenfels........ The Brethren Grillich and Mehlhose with their 
wives, and the single Brother Koegel. 
Lichtenau......++. The Brethren Eberle and Mueller with their wives, 


and the single Brother Baus. 
Fredericksthal....Brother and Sister Kleinschmidst, and the single 
Brethren Popp and de Fries. 
The single Brother Ihrer on a visit in Europe, 
II. In Lasravor, (begun 1770.) 
POR ivieaietecs The Brethren Mueller, Lundberg, and Henn, with 
their wives, the single Brethren Koerner and 
Glitsch. 
Hopredale ......+++. The Brethren Meisner, Stock, and Morhardt, with 
their wives, and the single Brethren Beck and 
Menzel. 
ER vcisansedsviadi The Brethren Stuerman, Kmoch, Kunath, and 
Knaus, with their wives, and the single Brother 
Herzberg. 
Il. In Nortu America, (begun 1734.) 
New Fairfield, (in Upper Canada)....... The Brethren Luckenbach 
and Haman, with their wives. 
Spring-Place, (inthe Cherokee nation)...Brother and Sister Schmidt. 
Oochgelogy, (in the Cherokee nation)...Brother and Sister Gambold, 
and the single Brother Proske. 
IV. In tHE Danisu West Inp1a IsLanps, (begun 1732.) 
ST. THOMAS. 
New Herrnhut...The Brethren Hohe, Schindler, Iunghaus, with 
their wives. 


IVE nc cvesivieen Brother and Sister Gloeckler, the widow Sisters 
Brunner and Huenerbein. 
ST. CROIX. 
Friedensberg..... The Brethren Sparmeyer and Schmitz, with their 
wives. 
Friedensthal...... The Brethren Sybrecht and Mueller, with their 
wives. 





* This enumeration is predicated on intelligence received by the Board 
of Missions in Herrnhut before the close of the year.—Ed. 
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Friedensfeld...... The Brethren Boenhof and Damus, with their wives. 


ST. JOHNS. 
Bethany....c.0+0+ The Brethren Goetz and Weber, with their wives; 
and the widow Schaeffer. 
Emmaus.........+. The Brethren Blitt and Kleint, with their wives. 


On the way thither the Brethren Eberman, Jung 
and Plaettner, with their wives. 


V. In Jamaica, (begun 1754.) 


Fairfield ......000: Brother and Sister Ellis, and the widow Berger. 
New Eden........ Brother and Sister Becker. 
TPE sassatcinniods Brother and Sister Light. 


On the way thither Brother and Sister Timaeus. 
VI. In Anticua, (begun 1756.) 


St. Johne.....s.00+ The Brethren Richter, Robbins and Schill, with 
their wives. 

Gracehill.......... The Brethren Procop and Kochte, with their wives. 

Gracebay.....+.++- Brother and Sister Olufsen. 

Cedarhall......++. Brother and Sister Newby. 

Newfield. ......++ Brother and Sister Taylor. 

Mountjoy......++. 


ee 


On the way thither the single Brother Muenzer. 
VII. In Sr. Kitts, (begun 1775.) 


Basseterre......0- The Brethren Johansen and Scholfield, with their 
wives; and the widow Sautter. 
Bethesda........+. Brother and Sister Wright. 


On the way thither the Brethren Schick and Staude, 
with their wives. 
VIII. In Barsapoes, (begun 1765.) 
Mb etacnsadsande Brother and Sister Brunner. 
Mount Chance...Brother and Sister Lichtenthaeler. 
IX. In Surinam, (begun 1735.) 
Paramaribo...... The Brethren Genth, Graf, Voigt, Boehmer, and 
the widower Buck. 


X. In Soutn Arrica, (begun 1736—renewed 1792). 
Gnadenthal....... The Brethren Hallbeck, Fritsch, Stein, Thomsen, 
Voigt, Nauhaus, with their wives; and the widows 
Kohrhammer and Schwinn. 
Gruenekloof...... The Brethren Clemens, Tieze, Schulz, and Hof- 
man, with their wives. 
Hemel-en-Aarde..Brother and Sister Peterleitner. 


TDR atscescsescvens The Brethren Bonatz and Luttringshausen, with 
their wives. 
See acossiccessssie The Brethren Schmitt, Hornig, and Halter, with 


their wives. 
On the way thither the Brethren Lemmerz and 
Sonderman, with their wives. 


According to this statement the Missionarfes amount to 178, and 
labour in 36 stations. ; 
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SELECTIONS 
From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 


(Translated for the Missionary Intelligencer.) 


{The Selections from the Records of the United Brethren’s Church which 
appeared in former numbers of the Missionary Intelligencer, having proved 
acceptable to our readers, we feel encouraged to proceed The history 
of the ancient church having been brought to a close in the third q. arter 
of 1825, we now enter upon the relation of the wonderful works of God 
in the renewed church of the Brethren,—commencing a new series of 
numbers. ] 


No. I. 
Revivals in Moravia. 


Tue worthy bishop Comenius had cherished the hope until his 
death, that God would revive the church of the Brethren in one 
place or another. In this expectation he continued to labour during 
his exile for the edification of his Brethren, who had remained in 
their native country. With this view, by the assistance of faithful 
men he transmitted books to them, which had been written by him- 
self or other servants of God. Among others he caused a catechism 
to be printed for them in the year 1661, dedicated: ‘‘ To all the 
sheep of Christ, especially in and about Fulneck,”—and concluding 
with these words: ‘‘ The God of all grace grant unto you through 
his Spirit, to be strong in the cause of Christ after the inner man, to 
pray without ceasing, to remain unspotted from sin, to be steadfast 
in temptations and afflictions, to the glory of his name, and your own 
eternal establishment in his kingdom.” It is worthy of remark, that 
from all the villages in Moravia, which Comenius had designated in 
this dedication with the initials of their names, some Brethren came 
to Herrnhut in the following century. 

After this faithful and active servant of Christ in the Brethren’s 
church, had entered into the joy of his Lord, in the year 1671, the 
Brethren, remaining in Moravia, were by degrees forgotten in foreign 
countries, but in Fulneck, his former parish, and in the surrounding 
villages, there still lay concealed a copious seed of the Brethren, 
who, though obliged outwardly to conform to the ordinances of the 
predominant church, yet in secret preserved and diligently perused 
the Holy Scriptures, together with the Hymn-book of the Brethren, 
and other edifying works. They also held meetings every morning 
and evening, especially on the Lord’s day, with the knowledge of 
the magistrates, governed their families according to the instructions 
received from their fathers, and at times secretly partook of the 
Holy Communion. Among the fathers, who continued these meet- 
ings, in particular the names of a Schneider, Zeisberger, Iaeschke, 
and Nitschman, are held in blessed remembrance. After the des- 
truction of the congregations in Moravia, these were at first the 
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only individuals, who sought edification for themselves and their 
families, in the manner above described. But when their number 
had increased, they became subject to repeated persecutions. 

The eldest Martin Schneider, of whose descendants some are still 
living in the Brethren’s congregation, was several times thrown into 
prison and but narrowly escaped being sentenced to the flames. 
Thereupon the meetings were held in the house of his cousin Samuel 
Schneider, and when he became known as a teacher, his death on the 
gallows was decreed, but prevented in a wonderful manner. On his 
death-bed he declared with great assurance to a brother who visited 
him, that he was as certain of his salvation, as that he saw the sun 
in the heavens. 

After the death of these confessors of the former congregations, 
their descendants found it necessary to observe more privacy with 
regard to their meetings, and finally to limit them altogether to 
family worship. This state of things lulled many into a spiritual 
sleep. Fearing the loss of their property, fines and imprisonment, 
and tempted by the flattery of the world, the greater part yielded 
more and more to the influence of these causes, and observed the 
rites of the Catholic church, although constantly reproved by their 
consciences. 

This deplorable condition of these descendants of the Brethren 
remaining in Moravia, was some time afterwards described by one 
of their number in Herrnhut, in the following terms: ‘‘ Near one 
hundred years we sat in darkness and the shadow of death, the can- 
dlestick of our fathers’ free and glorious grace was removed out of 
its place, and lost. We, their posterity, possessed neither liberty 
without, nor grace within, but mere formal knowledge and a decent 
life. Still a few were always left, who had a spark of genuine 
knowledge of Christ Jesus in their hearts, whom the Lord also gra- 
ciously preserved and suffered not to fall in the time of persecution. 
These waited anxiously for a deliverance, and the Lord heard their 
cry, and took their cause in hand. He has transmitted the blessing 
and the spirit, that formerly rested upon our fathers, to us, their 
children; for their writings and precious spiritual hymns, the fruits 
of their labour, proved a source of much blessedness to us, in as 
much as through them we were edified and preserved even in dark- 
ness, and without them we should have perished. Besides this, the 
remembrance of their sufferings, their bold confession of the truth, 
their labours, their unity and faithfulness profited us greatly, so that 
always a portion of blessing from them remained with us, after they 
had, two centuries ago flourished to such a degree, that Luther 
testified concerning them, that, since the days of the apostles, no 
congregation had arisen, which possessed true godliness in Christ 
Jesus in such simplicity, such unity of spirit, and such purity, as the 
Brethren in Bohemia and Moravia. But when they thought of ag- 
grandizing themselves, and received both the regenerate and the 
unconverted into fellowship with them, the Lord permitted them to 
fall, and scattered them through all the world. The favour which 
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God has shown to us their children consists chiefly in this, that he has 
brought us to a true and saving knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, through whose blood we have obtained deliverance 
from sin, death, hell, and the world, and can walk with Him in new- 
ness of life, wherefore we praise, extol, and glorify His holy name, 
which he has revealed to us, and may say: the Lord hath done great 
things for us!” 

Thus far from a document published at Leipzig in the year 1735. 

A new revival occurred in Moravia about the year 1715. Inthe 
village of Sehlen there lived five brothers by the name of Neisser, 
whom their grandfather had exhorted on his death-bed, to abide by 
the true doctrine; these frequently met with the above-mentioned 
Brethren, in Zauchtenthal and other neighbouring villages, for joint 
edification out of the word of God. A disbanded soldier from 
Silesia brought them, in the aforesaid year, a number of religious 
books, and made them acquainted with the Lutheran ministers at 
the protestant church in Teschen, whose sermons they afterwards 
frequently attended with benefit to themselves, though the distance 
was seven German miles. By these means they obtained more 
knowledge, but the fire of love to Jesus was still wanting in their 
hearts. To enkindle this, the Saviour had appointed and endowed 
our departed Brother Christian David, a native of Moravia. On 
his travels, he had come in the capacity of a house-carpenter, to 
Goerliz, where the sermons and conversations of the Rev. Schaeffer, 
as also those of the Rev. Schwedler in Niederwiese were blessed to 
his conversion. In the year 1717, constrained by the love of Christ, 
he went to the abovementioned descendants of the ancient brethren, 
and spoke to them concerning true repentance, which made a deep 
impression on them, and induced them, earnestly to resolve, to ex- 
perience, for the full conversion of their hearts, the saving power of 
the gospel truth. But as, from their situation at that time, they 
had to expect very serious impediments, they desired him, to pro- 
cure for them an asylum in a protestant country. 


Narrative of the Life of the late Brother JOHN GOTTFRIED 
HAENSEL, who departed February 17, 1814, at Nisky, in St. 
Thomas, in the West Indies. He was employed eighteen years 
in the Mission of the United Brethren, in Tranquebar and Nicodar, 
in the East Indies, now suspended; and afterwards eighteen years 
more, in the service of the Mission among the Negroes in the 
Danish West India Islands. 


Extracted from his own Manuscript. 


‘* Tr would have been most congenial to my own feelings, to have 
recorded nothing of the events of my life, for I can truly declare, that 
I know nothing of myself, save that I am the greatest debtor and sin- 
ner among the flock of Christ, and shall remain the same to my end. 
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But He has bestowed upon me undeserved grace and favour, and 
from my infancy drew me with cords of love, cancelled all my debts, 
and even now forgiveth me all sin daily and richly, bears my many 
failings and deviations with unexampled patience, and approves 
Himself constantly towards me as a most gracious God and Saviour. 
The sole cause of all this is His unbounded love to sinners, which 
no words can express. According tomy own sentiments, therefore, 
this declaration concerning myself appears quite sufficient. 

‘* But my Brethren think otherwise, and have frequently urged 
me to put down some particulars relating to my course through this 
vale of tears. My objections, arising from a conviction that I can 
say nothing good or edifying of myself, are answered by represent- 
ing, that I owe it as a debt to His grace and mercy, to show how He 
has led me through various trials, that His name may be glorified. 
I therefore yield to their wishes, but shall endeavour to state chiefly 
what relates to my spiritual course, and tell them what the Lord has 
done for my soul. 

‘* I was born November 8, 1749, in the free borough of Weyffa, 
in the circle of Meissen, in Saxony. My dear parents instructed me 
in every thing profitable for me, and spared no pains to preserve me 
from the society and seductions of a vain and wicked world. They 
were both religious, and taught me many passages of the bible, and 
several excellent hymns, treating of our Saviour, and of what He has 
done and suffered to redeem lost man. They also prayed frequently 
with their children, and my mother encouraged me in early infancy 
to place my whole confidence in God, and on every occasion to pray 
to Him to give me what I wanted for the good of my soul. I follow- 
ed her advice in simplicity, and felt such trust in God, that prayer 
was a pleasure to me, even when alittle child. ‘The admonitions of 
my parents, and particularly their fervent prayers for the salvation 
of their children, which I frequently overheard, made a deep im- 
pression upon my heart, and I shall never forget them. I was soon 
sent to school, learnt my lessons with ease, and in general spent the 
early part of my youth very comfortably and happily. But being of 
a cheerful and volatile disposition, I frequently, though unintentional- 
ly, offended against the legal views of my parents, and thereby 
incurred their censure. At such times I had no comfort, till I felt 
their forgiveness and returning favour; for I loved them greatly, nor 
did any thing cost me more trouble and tears, than if I was ever 
called by them a disobedient child. 

‘“ When I was eight years old, my dear father departed this life, 
in reliance upon the merits of our Saviour. His paternal blessing 
and farewell with his children is still fresh in my recollection. Ad- 
dressing me, he observed, ‘‘that I was an object of the love and 
mercy of Jesus, and that he had received an assurance in his heart, 
that the spirit of God would not rest, till He had made me eternally 
happy: that I must never forget that my parents had devoted me to 
my Saviour from my birth, and therefore must ‘remain faithful to 
Him, and not refuse His teaching; I should then experience, that 
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Hé was true and faithful, and would lead me in the right way.” My 
father then made me give him my right hand, and promise, that I 
would give myself up to the Lord Jesus, as His property, which I 
did with many tears; shortly after which he departed this life. 

‘* Our parents were poor, and after my father’s death we became 
still poorer, especially in the early part of the seven year’s war. 
We were three in number, I being the oldest child. But our 
Heavenly Father cared for us, and gave us needful food, so that we 
never went to bed hungry, or became burdensome to others. My 
mother was much concerned for our salvation, and wished to bring 
us into closer fellowship with the Brethren. For this purpose she 
sold our house and farm at Weyffa, and moved to Neukirch, where 
we might uninterruptedly enjoy the fellowship and care of the 
Brethren. ‘The minister of the parish, the late Rev. Mr. Reichel, 
received us most cordially: he showed paternal kindness towards 
me, inviting me often to visit him, and calling frequently upon.us, 
when he gave me much excellent advice, 

‘* In 1763 I attended his instruction, preparatory to confirmation 
and the participation of the Holy Communion. This was a season 
of great blessing to my soul, and I experienced much of the love of 
our Saviour, in whom I rejoiced with exceeding great joy. At the 
confirmation, on Maundy-Thursday, I promised with hand and heart 
that I would surrender myself wholly to the Lord Jesus, and be His 
faithful follower to the end of my life. On Good Friday I partook 
of the Holy Communion, under an inexpressible sense of the pre- 
sence and peace of Jesus. What have I not enjoyed at that time, 
during the reading of the Scriptures and hymns treating of our Sa- 
viour’s passion! I then loved and rejoiced in Him, because I felt His 
love towards me in so powerful a manner; but I was as yet uncon- 
scious of the deep depravity and corruption of my own heart, and 
consequently knew Him not as my soul’s physician: I loved him as a 
child loves a parent, without perceiving how helpless it is without 
him. 

‘* Hitherto I had attended school with much pleasure, but it was 
now thought proper that I should go apprentice to some business. 
In 1763 I went to live at Berthelsdorff, when I enjoyed the care of 
the Brethren at Herrnhut, whither I frequently went on a visit, and 
was always very kindly treated. In 1764, I had a dangerous illness: 
being given up by the physician, I rejoiced at it, hoping soon to see 
Jesus face to face, whom my soul loved. 

‘*In 1765 my master died, and I obtained leave to move to Herrn- 
hut. My joy on coming to live in a settlement of the Brethren was 
inexpressibly great; and in the beginning I enjoyed a great share of 
happiness, through the mercy of my Saviour. But not yet knowing 
myself, though I admired the order and excellent regulations among 
the Brethren, I did not feel the necessity of strict attention to my 
own heart, and daily dependance-upon the strength and grace of our 
Saviour. In the same year, I was received into the congregation; 
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and March 19, 1766, became a partaker of the Lord’s Supper. 
What I experienced on this solemn occasion, no tongue can tell. I 
again devoted myself to my crucified Redeemer with my whole heart, 
and He graciously gave me to know that He had entered into a cove- 
nant with me; which covenant, amidst all subsequent deviations and 
unfaithfulness on my part, he has kept unbroken. The Holy Spirit 
always reminded me of the promise I then made, to live, not unto 
myself, but unto Jesus in the world, and faithfully to cleave to Him. 

** For about a year after that event, I continued in a simple, child- 
like, and cheerful course, but in the year 1767, I began to perceive 
various evil desires springing up within me, which not a little alarm- 
ed and perplexed me. I sought and received wholesome advice 
from my Brethren, and obtained some more insight into the nature 
of salvation by the free grace of Jesus, without any merit or recom- 
mending qualification of my own; as likewise into the necessity of 
living entirely by faith, and relying on the power of His redemption 
alone for deliverance from the love and dominion of sin. But as I 
became more acquainted with myself as a sinner, I grew shy, and 
was afraid, that if my Brethren knew me as I began to know myself, 
T should soon not only be deprived of the Lord’s Supper, but ex- 
cluded from their fellowship. This mistaken notion rendered me 
unhappy beyond measure, and so unintelligibly reserved, that at 
length they began to think me a mere hypocrite, and to treat me in 
a manner perhaps not the most judicious. At length I concluded I 
would leave Herrnhut, and go to Zeyst in Holland, where I had in 
the late Brother von Bruiningk, a friend who knew me well, and in 
whom I had confidence. ‘Though advised not to take that journey, 
I persisted in my resolution; and on my arrival at Zeyst, in 1768, 
found that said brother had gone to England. I requested leave to 
remain at Zeyst, but could not obtain it. My attempts to settle at 
Neudietendorf and Nisky were equally fruitless; and at length the 
Brethren at Herrnhut gave me a recommendatory letter to the So- 
ciety at Berlin. 

** During this whole season of perplexity and unhappiness, how- 
ever, a firm determination to live no where but among a people of 
God, and an abhorrence of a life of sinful pleasure in the world, was 
through mercy preserved in me. Numberless were the tears I shed 
over my wretched state, commending myself and my case to the 
compassion of my only Helper in need, but it was His will that I 
should first learn to know myself as a sinner, and part with all my 
former notions of goodness, and self-made righteousness, and become 
willing to obtain salvation through His free grace alone. Meanwhile 
he preserved me in the midst of this fiery trial. 

** At Berlin I found Brother Gottfried Mann, a kind and faithful 
friend, who gave me the best advice. He directed me with all my 
wants and spiritual sickness to Jesus, as the only Saviour and Healer 
of His people; and in so doing I found comfort and peace returning to 
my heart. 

‘In 1771 I had a violent fit of illness, in which my life was des- 
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paired of. During this period the Holy Ghost led me still more into 
the knowledge of the poverty and weakness of human nature, direct- 
ing me to seek life and happiness in our Saviour alone, After my 
recovery, I wrote to Herrnhut, and obtained permission to return 
thither; but circumstances preventing my availing myself of it im- 
mediately, I meanwhile enjoyed much blessing in fellowship with 
the Society at Berlin. 

** October 6, 1772, I arrived at Herrnhut, and was received with 
great kindness. 

‘* On the 20th of the same month, while meditating on the meri- 
torious sufferings and death of our Saviour, I obtained such a view of 
my interest in His atonement, that I was quite overwhelmed with 
shame, joy, and thankfulness, and surrendered myself up anew to 
Him as His blood-bought purchase; it was to me as though He 
spake peace unto my soul from His cross, filling my heart with joy 
and gladness. 


‘*]T desired from henceforward no greater favour in this world, 
than to offer up my life and all for Him and His service, out of grati- 
tude for what He had done and suffered for me :: but I now thought 
myself much too mean and worthless for it, and told no one what 
was passing in my own heart, being persuaded that if He intended 
me to serve Him in the world, He would know where to find me, 
Sometimes, indeed, the minister who had the care of the single 


Brethren, would ask me, whether I had not an inclination to serve 
the Lord among the heathen. My answer was in the affirmative, if 
I might go to Antigua, which was then, as it is now, a flourishing 
mission. He replied ; ‘‘ that I believe, for it is coming in for a rich 
harvest: but how would you feel, supposing you were to go to some 
place where you must first sow in tears; do you think you would 
then persevere in your resolution?” I owned that for this I felt too 
weak, and could not as yet endure much, unless strengthened for the 
purpose by the Lord himself. Meanwhile I kept quiet, cleaving to 
my Saviour by faith, living in the enjoyment of His love and peace, 
** satisfied with the goodness of His house,” and highly valuing the 
privileges of the congregation. Thanks be to Him for having always 
preserved within me a spark of the fire of His love, and for the re- 
newal of my baptismal covenant. 

** In August 1775, I received a call to serve the mission in the 
East Indies. Nothing but a full conviction that I owed my all to 
our Saviour, could have induced me ‘to accept of that situation, 
which I did in reliance on His grace and strength alone. I set out 
from my favourite Herrnhut, accompanied by the best wishes and 
prayers of the congregation, under a deep sense of the unmerited 
love of my Brethren. It cost me, indeed, abundance of tears to leave 
this city of God, which I considered as the place of my spiritual 
birth; but I had the grace given me to be entirely resigned to the 
will of the Lord. At Barby, a general Synod of the Brethren’s 
Church assembled in that year, and I partook of much blessing in 
converse with many servants of God, but especially with David Zeis- 





284 LIFE OF BROTHER JOHN GOTTFRIED HAENSEL. 


berger, jun. and the late dear and reverend Brother Benjamin 
Latrobe, the deputy from England. The latter often sent for me, 
favoured me with a visit, or took a walk with me. 

‘* T was astonished at the love and Qendescension of such distin- 
guished men; but have since discovered, that it was owing to their 
desire of imparting good advice to so inexperienced a beginner as I 
then was, being myself not aware of my great weakness and unfitness 
for the Lord’s work. A conversation I had with the last mentioned 
of those worthy Brethren, on a walk to Monplaisir, I shall never for- 
get. He made many inquiries about my former life and experience, 
and spoke in such a manner upon ‘subjects connected with it, that 
my heart, as it were, melted within me, and I felt most intimately 
united with him in spirit. On our return, when we had nearly 
reached home, he stopped, and, taking hold of my hand, said: ‘‘ My 
dear brother! if you would become a faithful witness for Jesus, you 
must live in Him, and He in you.”’ I answered: ‘‘ that is my daily 
prayer.” ‘* I know it,” replied he, ‘* but it must be much more so, 
for you will have to pass through many trials in the East Indies; but, 
take courage, our Saviour will bring you through them all.” These 
were the last words I ever exchanged with that excellent man, for 
he left Barby on the day following. They sunk deep into my heart. 

‘* September 19th, we had our farewell-meeting with the Elders’ 
Conference of the Unity, and set out, being four in company. 
Nothing deserving of particular notice occurred on the voyage, and 
we arrived, July 9, 1776, at the Brethren’s garden near Tranque- 
bar. The impression made upon my mind, when I entered this 
place, was not of a favourable kind, but I remained quietly resigned, 
and committed myself anew to the Lord and His guidance, praying 
earnestly to Him to help me through all difficulties, and He has 
heard and answered me. 

** In 1778, I received a call to Nicobar; but, though I set out in 
September, I did not arrive at Nancauwery till in January 1779, 
where I found the Brethren Blaschke, Liebisch, and Heyne. I en- 
tered now upon a series of trials, such as I had never before ex- 
perienced.* Brother Blaschke, being very ill, returned with the 
vessel which brought me, and, soon after, departed this life. Before 
he left us, he, with the consent of the other two brethren, commit- 
ted the external affairs of the missiontome. Being the youngest of 
the three, and unacquainted with the duties of that situation, I was 
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* For a more particular account of his residence in the Nicobar Islands, 
see a small work entitled, Letters on the Nicobar Islands, published by C I. 
Latrobe, in which the manners, customs, and character of these islanders are 
described. with an accennt of the attempt made by the missionaries from the 
church of the Brethren to convert them to christianity. This work was 
compiled from memorandums written for the editor by our late Brother, the 
only surviving missionary, and from other genuine documents. and thrown 
into the form of letters, furnishing one of the most curious, as well as authen- 
tic records concerning a people, hitherto unknown fo most readers, and full 
of interesting, entertaining, and edifying matter. 
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not a little concerned about it; but our Saviour heard, and helped 
me. In whatever I undertook, I sought His assistance in prayer, 
and with many tears, and He granted me such evident tokens of His 
blessing, that my weak faith was often put to shame. He also pre- 
vented all harm, when I was guilty of mistakes and mismanagement. 
I soon gained the love of the Nicobar people, and was honoured by 
them with the title of Kanni, which expresses the highest degree of 
friendship. 

‘*- T had not been quite three weeks in the island, before I was 
attacked by the Nicobar fever, and both myself and my brethren 
were persuaded, that I could not possibly recover, as the paroxysms 
increased in violence day by day. In this distress my faithful Lord 
and Saviour was ever present with me, and His divine peace filled 
my soul, insomuch that I could look forward to my dissolution with 
joy. At length (as the Brethren informed me) I got up in a fit of 
delirium, and attempted to go out: they checked me, however, and 
led me back into my room, where | fainted, and fell down in convul- 
sions, being, according to their opinion, in the last agony.. They 
therefore, with many tears, commended me in prayer to the Lord, 
and laid me on the bed. Here I remained in a state of apparent in- 
sensibility so long, that they laid me out as a corpse, and began to 
dig my grave. But, to their surprise, I opened my eyes; and, 
astonished at the situation in which I found myself, inquired why 
they wept, which they answered by exclaiming, ‘*‘ What, are you 
again alive!”? thanking God for having restored me. ‘The force of 
the disorder was broken, but I recovered very slowly, especially as 
one species of fever followed after the other. During the whole of 
my abode in the Nicobar Islands, I enjoyed but little health, fevers 
and ulcers in my legs being almost constantly upon me; and, ¢o this 
day, being upwards of thirty-four years from that time, I have, 
every fourth day, a regular return of the same feverish symptoms, 
more or less, which no remedy, no translocation, nor climate, has 
been able to remove. 

‘* Our outward subsistence now began to give me much concern 
and trouble of mind, and my faith and confidence in God was fre- 
quently very weak. Of this I am heartily ashamed; for amidst all 
our difficulties, which were, indeed. very great, He cared for us as 
our gracious Heavenly Father. But the most painful part of our 
situation, was this, that with all the sufferings we had to endure, and 
all the pains we took, it appeared as if nothing would be gained for the 
cause of our Saviour, and not one of the poor islanders be brought to 
the knowledge of the truth. I also, as the poorest and most un- 
worthy of His servants employed here, have shed numberless tears 
in prayer and supplication before Him in behalf of these blind, 
ignorant, and deluded heathen; but, it seems, their time was not yet 
come. 

** At the end of the year 1784, I was again attacked by a disorder 
which brought me near to the grave, in which I hoped to lay down 
my weary bones to rest; but the Lord had other views with me. A 
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Danish ship arrived, with which I returned to Tranquebar. After 
that, I went again twice to Nancauwery, and the last time with a com- 
mission to fetch home Brother Kragh, the only remaining missionary, 
and to break up the establishment. This was the most painful task 
I had to perform, and cost me many tears. On our return, we suf- 
fered shipwreck at Porto Novo, eight leagues from Tanquebar. 
Here we lay on a sand-bank on the south side of the Kolloram, and 
could procure no assistance. Having, as well as we could, brought 
our cargo into safety, I left Brother Kragh, with it, and travelled 
alone on foot to Tranquebar, got help, and, after securing the pro- 
perty, returned, with Brother Kragh, to the Brethren’s garden, 
where we arrived February. 25, 1787. After long delays, owing to 
a variety of circumstances, I accompanied two children to Europe in 
October 1792 


792. 

** I might say much more concerning my stay of eighteen years in 
the East Indies, but I am aware that it would not answer any good 
end. We failed entirely as to the object of the mission. 

‘* Having arrived at Herrnhut in July 1793, I improved the season 
of rest afforded me in the best manner I could, and the privileges 
enjoyed in such a family of God were most important and precious 
to my soul I was soon employed in attending the sick, till I was 
myself taken ill of a violent inflammation of the lungs, from which 
I recovered very slowly. 

** Meanwhile I had received a call to serve the mission among the 
negroes in the Danish West India Islands, of which I also accepted, 
having the confidence, that the same Lord, who had hitherto helped 
me through so many difficulties, would be gracious unto me, and 
grant me still to serve Him with gladness. 

** July 22d, I married, at Nisky, Sister Anna Harnapp, and in 
November following set sail from Altona, and arrived, in January 
1796, in St. Thomas. Our station was New Herrnhut, where, hav- 
ing by the Lord’s blessing on our exertions, soon learnt the Creole 
language, we rejoiced to be able to testify of the love of Jesus to the 
negroes in this island. O how did I rejoice at length to see such a 
large congregation of believers from among the heathen. We both 
felt a great love for the negroes; and their affection for us made our 
poor services among them a delightful employment.” 

{Here our late brother enters into a detail of the different changes 
of situation he experienced, the departure of his wife, and the cir- 
cumstances of his family, till his return to Europe in April 1810, 
when he delivered his son John Frederick, who was blind, to the 
care of his friends in Germany. Suffice it to say, that in all places 
in which he served the negroes with the gospel, he had the testimony 
of a faithful, zealous, and affectionate minister, whose whole heart 
lived in the work to which he was appointed, and who was deserved- 
ly beloved and respected by the congregations. His own account 
closes with his arrival at Herrnhut, October 9, 1810.] 

Having married the widow Sister Elizabeth Wietz, who had long 
served the mission in Surinam with her late husband, he returned to 
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his post, and arrived again in St. Thomas, May 3, 1811, where he 
was welcomed with great cordiality and affection by the negro con- 
gregation at Nisky. 

He now resumed his former labours with much activity and dili- 
gence; but it soon became evident that his health was fast declining, 
and he expressed his conviction, that he should not remain long 
here below. Yet no one expected that he would be so soon called to 
rest from his labours. 

His chief complaint lay in his head, with great weakness in his 
legs. The Nicobar fever accompanied him to his end. On his 
birth-day 1813, he was cheerful, and apparently well, but said to 
his wife that it would certainly be his last. On the following day 
he complained of illness; but the natural strength of his constitution 
bore him up till on the 20th of November, when he administered 
the Holy Communion, and addressed his negro flock for the last 
time. Being much spent, he hastened to bed, in a high fever, 
which was followed by other disorders, and a violent cough. He 
had little rest, and suffered much, but cried to the Lord for help and 
patience, frequently exclaiming: ‘* Yes, I know my Saviour, and am 
sure that He will not forsake me: I therefore rejoice in Him.” 
Once he said: ‘‘O my Saviour! is it not yet enough! No, Thou 
must yet see something in me, from which Thou wilt cleanse me.” 
He was sorry to be obliged to spend Christmas-eve and day in bed. 
When the negroes visited him, he expressed to them his love and 
thankfulness in the most affectionate manner. His conversation 
with white and black people treated always of eternal things, and of 
the mercy of the Lord towards him, in revealing Himself to him as 
his Redeemer, and the Physician of his soul. His heart lived con- 
stantly in the enjoyment of the peace and presence of God, for he 
knew in whom he believed. Respecting his poor blind son, he often 
prayed, that the Lord might regard him with pity and compassion, 
and added, that if he only gave himself up to Jesus, he would be 
well cared for. His illness increasing from day to day, he most 
earnestly longed for his release, and, having spoken with his wife 
about all his outward concerns, added: ‘* Our Saviour will certainly 
comfort and support you.” 

February 13th, he received the Holy Sacrament in his room, and 
on taking the blessed bread and wine, said: ‘* This is, indeed, the 
body of my Lord broken, and his blood shed, for me, which shall 
nourish me to everlasting life.” Every night the negro bretaren and 
sisters took their turn to watch with him, when he always express- 
ed his gratitude to them with much affection. Thus ended the la- 
borious life of this faithful servant of Jesus, on the 17th, gently and 
happily, in the 65th year of his age. A very numerous company of 
negroes and white people accompanied his remains to their resting- 
place, and numberless tears were shed by the congregation, with 
whom his faithful services will long be held in blessed remembrance. 
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OBITUARY. 

At Bethlehem, on the 15th of February last, it pleased the Lord 
to call to himself to rest from his labours, the worthy servant of our 
church, our Brother Tuomas LancBaLLe. Our departed Brother 
had been employed thirty-three years in the mission in Surinam, and 
subsequently had served some time in the congregation at Litiz, with 


exemplary faithfulness. His age was 62 years, 1 month and some 
days. 


(COMMUNICATED BY A FRIEND.) 


On the 5th day January last (1826) departed this life at Flatbush, 
Long Island, an aged coloured woman named Fiora, in the 105th 
year of her age. The subject of this notice, during all the protract- 
ed period of her mortal existence, lived in a single state. She was 
born in Gloucester County in the State of New Jersey, and many 
years ago was baptized on the confession of her faith by the name of 
Rhoda Flora, in the congregation of the United Brethren at Old- 
man’s Creek in West Jersey, near the place of her nativity. She 
resided in the family of the late Bateman Lloyd, Esq. in the capa- 
city of a domestic servant nearly forty-six years, the former part 
of_which time she spent at Woodstown in West Jersey, and the resi- 
due at the place of her decease. She was scrupulously faithful in 
the discharge of all her duties as well secular as spiritual. With 
patient resignation she cheerfully submitted to all the dispensations 
of her Heavenly Father; and the whole tenor of her life exhibited a 
striking proof of the reality of the blessed religion which she pro- 
fessed to believe. In the fulness of her days she has gone to 
experience the fulfilment of her hope. Like a shock of corn she 
was gradually ripening for the harvest. Death appeared to have 
had no power to affrighten or surprise her. During the last years 
of her life her desire was to depart and be with Christ her Saviour 
and Redeemer; but her daily prayers were always made with sub- 
missive meekness and humility to the will of her Heavenly Father. 
Being asked if she did not dread the agonies of death? She answered, 
Oh no!—I think these will be but of short duration. Her expecta- 
tions on this subject were fully realized. She expired without a 
struggle or a groan, and retained her understanding on religious 
subjects unimpaired to the time of her dissolution. 
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